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Enrollment continues to decline, retention up
KATHERINE DAVIS
Campus Editor
FOR THE FIF TH consecutive year,
Columbia experienced a decline in
enrollment, resulting in a $6.3 million loss in revenue this year.
The college has a Fall 2014
enrollment of 9,442, a 6.9 percent
decrease from last year’s fall enrollment of 10,142. Despite the drop, the
college saw its retention rate rise to
71 percent, a 6.6 percent increase
compared to last year, according
to a Sept. 17 report from the Office
of Institutional Effectiveness. The
administration is crediting the
increase to more selective admissions throughout the last two years
and an increase in scholarship aid
for incoming students.
Stan Wearden, senior vice president and provost, said a factor that
influenced the decline was the college’s decision to be more selective in the admission process. The
average GPA of incoming freshmen
was 3.17 for the Fall 2013 semester
and increased to 3.25 this year. He
said although the college did not
drastically redefine the process, the
changes still impacted enrollment.
Higher-performing students will
have a better experience if they are
surrounded by students of the same
caliber, Wearden said.

Murphy Monroe, the assistant
vice president for Enrollment
Management in the Undergraduate
Admissions Office, said the college
had an 89 percent acceptance rate,
a departure from its open admissions policy of years past. He said
this is the first year the college formally invited students to submit
portfolios and that this is the most
academically prepared class the
college has ever admitted. He added
that the process includes examining
a student’s entire academic record
and experience, as well as a required
essay, recommendation letters and
standardized test results.
“[The Admissions Office] is ultimately looking to make an evaluation that the students we admit will
have a strong likelihood of being
able to step into our first year core
curriculum and be successful,”
Monroe said.
A decline in the number of students transferring to the college this
year also contributed to low enrollment, Wearden said.
Wearden said he anticipates that
enrollment will begin increasing
again by the Fall 2015 semester
because the college plans to increase
its applicant pool by strategically
targeting prospective students.
He said the administration is in
the process of interviewing search

Students paint plan to
combat sexual assault

Photo Illustration Cassidy Johnson THE CHRONICLE

CARISSA DEGEN
Assistant Campus Editor
UNDERCOVER COLORS, A Raleigh,
North Carolina-based company
noted for creating a nail polish that
can detect commonly used date rape
drugs, has partnered with Columbia

students to create a marketing plan
for the product.
Sandra Kumorowski, an assistant professor in the Business &
Entrepreneurship Department,
said students in her “Developing a
Marketing Plan” course will work
with the company to help brand and
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firms that will identify high school
students who are strong candidates
and that the college will work more
closely with high school counselors.
“If we can keep the retention
rate [high], that alone is going to
increase our enrollment over time,”
Wearden said. “The other variable is
incoming freshmen, but the key is to
bring in prepared students who are
more likely to stay here.”

President and CEO Kwang-Wu
Kim said he estimates the ideal
enrollment for Columbia to be
between 10,000–11,000 students,
not including potential online expansion. Kim also credited the retention
increase to the college selectively
admitting students who are prepared
for Columbia’s curriculum in the last
two years, adding that this is a reason
to continue selective admission.

“In the recent history of our school,
we were a completely open admissions institution, and that meant
that anyone who completed an application was admitted,” Kim said. “We
really moved away from that, and
we’re getting to the point where that
ongoing development is having a
positive impact on retention.”

market the product which was created by four North Carolina State
University chemistry students for
a national competition.
Undercover Colors is a clear finish that can be applied on top of
any shade, texture or brand of nail
polish and will turn black when
submerged in a drink that has been
laced with date-rape drugs.
Each semester, Kumorowski’s
class works with a real client to create a marketing plan for a new product. She said she wanted to work
with the company after she saw the
product in the news and splashed
across social media.
“It has a huge movement and a
cause tied to it,” Kumorowski said.
“On top of that, I like the fact that
[the creators were] students that
came up with the idea as a part of a
project within a class environment.”

She said because sexual assault
awareness and prevention are
becoming issues that are more frequently discussed, she thought it
would be a great opportunity for
her class to work with a campaign
that can be tied to current events.
Kumorowski said she researched
the brand before contacting
its creators.
“I sent an email stating who I
am, what I do, what the class is
about and what they would have to
do as a client,” Kumorowski said. “I
received an email a day later from
one of the founders [and we discussed] the syllabus, the conditions
of the class and their participation
in it, and we agreed on elements for
a nondisclosure agreement.”
Kumorowski said her students
were not permitted to choose the
client, nor were they aware that she

secured Undercover Colors until
she revealed her choice the second
week of class so they could have a
Skype call with the founders to discuss what needs to be done.
“[The students are] going to be
branding, doing research and conducting surveys and interviews about
sexual assault,” Kumorowski said.
Kumorowski said it is important
to get into the mindset of the target
audience but also to think as business professionals and entrepreneurs to effectively convey a strong
message about a given topic.
“There are two sides to a product
like this, so we have to be careful of
how we position Undercover Colors
in the market and how to make sure
it has a future and a long-term survival rate,” Kumorowski said.
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College needs to think of its
investors: the students
AS A SENIOR, I often encounter
classmates who are about to
graduate and enter the professional world. Often burdened with
the same fears of chipping away
at mountainous student debt and
finding a job related to their field,
it is not uncommon for graduating
seniors to care little for what will
financially impact the next generation of Columbia students.
However, knowing the college’s
financial woes and having friends
who will remain long after I cross
the stage does not afford me the
same mentality.
In the September/October issue
of Washington Monthly, Columbia College is ranked as the 11th
worst college in the country. The
magazine, which used a formula
that looked at cost of tuition compared to average debt, loan default
rates and overall graduation rates,
argues that “the simplest way to
define a bad college is a place that
charges students large amounts of
money, probably financed by debt
they cannot afford, to receive an
education so terrible that most students drop out before graduation.”
Washington Monthly does not
take into account the fact that
Columbia is an art school—a
label which tends to mean lower
graduation rates—nor did it look at
the success stories of the students
from the colleges it so senselessly
called “the worst.”
As someone who loves the college and its unique community, I

want to be outraged by the ranking.
It does not take into account the
hardworking faculty and staff. It
does not look at the passion and
diligence of Columbia students.
But I cannot be outraged because
its formula touches on issues that
are deeply affecting the college,
and facts are facts. Columbia is expensive. Students leave with debt,
and some of them default on their
loans. Its graduation rate is not the
shabbiest, but it is far from ideal.
In the Front Page story about
enrollment, readers will learn that
the college has experienced its
fifth year of declining enrollment,
resulting in a $6.3 million loss in
revenue at a time when it offered
$32 million in scholarships to
students, an $8.5 million increase
compared to the year prior.
The increase in scholarship
funds, which are being billed by
President Kwang-Wu Kim as a necessary tool to attract more students
to the college—a goal that appears
to have failed—is unfair because it
doles out money to incoming students using funds generated from
tuition hikes and largely overlooks
the debt-ridden returning students
who do not have the luxury of
increased aid.
Furthermore, the college’s ability to fundraise remains uncertain,
and, as evidenced in past years, has
historically been lackluster. While
Jon Stern’s appointment as vice
president of Development heralds
an opportunity to address the
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problem, his department remains
gutted from the mass Institutional
Advancement terminations that
took place in February.
Despite my reservations about
how the college is approaching
its financial woes, I gladly acknowledge the improvements it is
making. The college has tightened
its admissions policies. It has
moved from its liberal open-door
philosophy and is taking academic
performance more seriously. The
result: an 89 percent acceptance
rate and an incoming class with
an average GPA of 3.25—the most
academically prepared class in
the college’s history, according to
college officials.
Hopefully, the incoming generation of Columbia students will help
prove Washington Monthly wrong.
But the college needs to help them
do it. It needs to start mitigating tuition hikes and being more aggressive in generating funds outside of
tuition. It also needs to extend more
aid to the students who have invested their time and money into the institution. It is time the college gave
something back to its investors.
teagle@chroniclemail.com
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Molly Hart, student engagement assistant in the Library, celebrates Banned Books Week on Sept. 25 by doing an outdoor reading of “The Witches” by Roald Dahl and other
banned books in front of the 624 S. Michigan Ave. Building.
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Beloved professor Sheldon Patinkin dies at 79
SPENCER HALL
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor

Courtesy THE SECOND CITY
Sheldon Patinkin, with fellow Playwrights Theatre actress Joyce Piven, spoke to students at The Second City Theater, 1616 N. Wells St., at a 2013 event.

Columbia shared their remembrances of Patinkin on social media.
Theater alumna and current
“Saturday Night Live” cast member
Aidy Bryant tweeted to Columbia
and Second City on the day Patinkin
died, “Sheldon changed my life. He
was the very best.”
Patinkin loved mentoring young
comedians, said Andrew Alexander, CEO and owner of Second City.
Alexander, who worked with Patinkin on the Second City television
series, SCTV, in the ‘70s, observed
Patinkin’s strong relationship with
young performers first-hand.
“He had a terrific relationship
with the younger generation,” Alexander said. “He just loved to be

Student debt a
national epidemic

JENNIFER BOYLEN
Assistant Campus Editor

AS TUITION AT colleges across the

country continues to rise, student debt remains an epidemic
that plagues many students and
graduates, and Strike Debt has
taken notice.
Strike Debt, an organization
that began after the Occupy Wall
Street movements, is creating Debt
Collective, a debtors’ union that
is the first of its kind. The project
launched last week and aims to
combat the massive amounts of
debt that students have accumulated in the U.S.
Thomas Gokey, an organizer of
Strike Debt and its debt purchasing
project, Rolling Jubilee, said the
organization raised money through
crowdfunding on the organization’s
website from Nov. 15, 2012–Dec. 21,
2013 to abolish all types of liabilities, beginning with medical debt.
Strike Debt was able to purchase
$20 worth of debt for every $1 donation and has since abolished approximately $15 million dollars of
medical debt.
“That sort of exceeded the ratio

of being able to abolish debt for five
cents on the dollar,” Gokey said. “At
that point, we felt we fulfilled our
public obligation on that front and
can now finally move on to other
forms of debt.”
Student debt became the next
step because many people involved
with Strike Debt have it. Gokey said
he personally has $67,000 worth
of student debt and that 40 million other Americans are in the
same situation.
“The reason students on average
are graduating with $33,000 worth
of debt is [because], by design over
the last 30 years, we have cut state
appropriations to higher education
every single year, and we’ve shifted
the cost of education onto individual students in the form of increasing tuition,” Gokey said.
According to Gokey, Strike Debt
determined it would cost $12.4 billion annually to make every public
two- and four-year institution in
America completely free to everyone who is enrolled, but this change
is going to have to come from the
people, he said. Strike Debt and
Rolling Jubilee have no plans to do
another student debt buy because

around young people and loved
mentoring and teaching. He was
embraced by that community. He
was smart and would always give
great constructive criticism.”
Patinkin was also a creative consultant at the Steppenwolf Theatre
Company where he developed a
long-standing relationship with Michael Patrick Thornton, the artistic
director and co-founder of the Gift
Theatre, 4802 N. Milwaukee Ave.
“The number one thing he taught
us was how to be in an ensemble
and how to take care of each other
and care for each other both onstage and off-stage,” Thornton said.
“He always said that people would
ask, ‘Is an ensemble only as good
focusing their efforts on the Debt
Collective instead could help solve
the student debt issue, Gokey said.
“In order to actually solve the
problem, we’re going to have to
shift tactics,” Gokey said. “It’s going
to take a mass movement in order to
actually solve the underlying problem, so that’s sort of where we’re
shifting our energies away from
Rolling Jubilee as a tactic.”
In other countries, a world-class
education can come without debt,
which is what the Debt Collective
is trying to advocate for in the U.S.,
Gokey said.
“Nobody should be forced to
mortgage their future just to get an
education,” Gokey said.
Kat Lucid, a senior theater major,
transferred to Columbia from Moraine Valley Community College in
suburban Palos Hills, three semesters ago and had to take out loans
from the beginning of her education, she said.
“There are so many countries in
the world where higher education
is free because people see it as investing in the future,” Lucid said.
“The way it’s set up now, people are
almost competing to be able to go
to college instead of it actually contributing to society.”
Many in society have finally begun taking notice of the student
debt crisis, especially online, she

xx SEE DEBT, PG.10

as its weakest link?’ and he’d say,
‘No, an ensemble is only as good as
how well it can compensate for its
weakest link. The person who’s the
weakest link can change from night
to night.’”
Thornton said one of the most
valuable lessons he learned from
working with Patinkin was to stay
up-to-date with popular culture in
order to relate to an audience.
“He always taught that a great improviser has to be really well-read in
terms of not only classic literature,
but also pop culture,” Thornton said.
“You have to know who Nicki Minaj
is, and Sheldon did. He believed that
was the only way you could make a
connection with your audience—if

xx SEE PATINKIN, PG.10

Student debt In
the US

71

percent of all students graduating from four-year
colleges had student loan debt in 2012.

private nonprofit

66%
75%

for-profit

88%

public

Students that graduated in 2012
faced a 25% increase in debt over
those who graduated in 2008.

$23,450

$29,400
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SHELDON PATINKIN, AN influential figure in Chicago’s theater community and former chair of Columbia’s
Theatre Department, died Sept. 21
at the age of 79.
Patinkin was an original member
of the Playwrights Theatre Club,
which helped found the Second City
Theater Company, 1616 N. Wells
St., and later served as a creative
consultant to Second City and Steppenwolf Theatre Company, 1650 N.
Halsted St. Patinkin was chair of the
Theatre Department from 1980 until his retirement in 2009.
During his 29-year career with
the college, Patinkin, along with
Ann Libera, director of the comedy
studies program, played an integral
role in the partnership that Second
City shares with the college, helping
to make the Theatre Department
one of the largest in the U.S., according to a statement released by John
Green, interim dean of the School of
Fine and Performing Arts.
After news broke of Patinkin’s
death, alumni of Second City and

you were just as well-informed as
they were.”
Thornton said one thing that
everyone could agree on was Patinkin’s generosity, adding that he
always made time for his students
and family.
“His entire life, since the day he
woke up to the time he went to bed,
he seemed to be there for people,”
Thornton said. “It seemed like he
found a way to put 80 hours in a day.”
The effect Patinkin had on Chicago theater as a whole was immeasurable, according to Martha Lavey,
artistic director of the Steppenwolf
Theatre Company.
“The impact Sheldon has had
and continued to have right until
the day of his death, not just on his
peers like Mike Nichols and all of
the early Second City cast members,
but all through Chicago history, he
just continued to have an impact,”
Lavey said. “His impact was just
multi-generational.”
According to Green, he represented everything that is good about
Columbia. Patinkin could have gone

About one-fifth of
2012 graduates’ debt
was comprised of
private loans, which
are typically more
costly and provide
fewer consumer
protections and
repayment options
than federal loans.
INFORMATION FROM “THE PROJECT ON STUDENT DEBT”
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Talk about a Haus Party
KYLE HOLLEY
Assistant Campus Editor
STUDENTS PACKED THE HAUS, 623 S.

Kelly Wenzel THE CHRONICLE
Scott Nadeau, senior business & entrepreneurship major, performed Sept. 25 at the HAUS Party event, hosted by
the Club Management practicum class at the Wabash Campus Building on 623 S. Wabash Ave.

Wabash Ave., Sept. 25 for the annual HAUS party.
The event, hosted by the Business & Entrepreneurship Department’s Club Management class,
was open to all Columbia students,
staff and faculty and featured an
acoustic lineup of artists as well as
artwork produced by students.
Stephanie Zahlmann, a senior
business & entrepreneurship major
and member of the practicum class,
said the class is assisting her with
real-world experience.
“This class is basically running a nightclub but in school,”
Zahlmann said.
The course prepares students
for event planning, artist acquisition and management, devising operational plans and
developing budgeting and marketing schemes, according to the
college’s website.
Students are responsible for
planning an event every two weeks
during the course and have creative
control over the events, which can
range from music to mud-wrestling, according to Zahlmann.
“It’s a good way to figure out what
you do and don’t like doing, and it’s
a good way to prepare you for internships and jobs in the future,”
Zahlmann said.
Having to plan these events

The Music Center at Columbia College Chicago
1014 S. Michigan Avenue

Music Department Events
Wednesday October 1
Wednesday Noon Guitar Concert Series*
12:00 pm
at the Conaway Center
Sebastian Huydts with the Orion Ensemble 7:30 pm
at the Sherwood
Thursday October 2
Student Piano Recital #2 at the Sherwood

7:00 pm

Friday October 3
Jazz Gallery in the Lobby*
Piano Forum at the Sherwood*
Jazz Forum*

12:00 pm
12:00 pm
2:00 pm

* Events marked with an asterisk do not give Recital
Attendance Credit
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primarily through email and text
due to the diverse schedules of
her classmates is something she
appreciates about the course,
Zahlmann added.
Junior business & entrepreneurship major Delaney Morris,
who is also in the practicum class,
said gaining experience by putting
shows together and getting a feel
for the arts management atmosphere interested her because she
hopes that experience will translate
to her profession.
“The most interesting part is the
amount of work that goes into [putting together a show],” Morris said.
“The amount of effort that goes into
putting on something that looks so
small is incredible and to get to do
that is amazing.”
The HAUS, a recreational performance space and student hangout located in the Wabash campus
building on 623 S. Wabash Ave.,
was designed to be used for student-based events and promote a
creative community.
The club management practicum
holds events in the center to make
students more aware of the space,
Morris said.
Columbia administrators and
faculty are also contacted throughout the course to get tangible budgeting and proper marketing help
for the events. The students present their event plans to Business
& Entrepreneurship Department
Chair Philippe Ravanas and Vice

President of Student Success Mark
Kelly to gain approval for funds for
production, Morris said.
Not only did the event offer free
snacks and beverages for those
who attended, but physical copies of demo tapes from one of
the show’s featured artists were
also handed out, all of which was
paid for by the class’s budget,
Morris said.
Scott Nadeau, a senior business
& entrepreneurship major, was
a featured performer during the
HAUS Party event. He said the atmosphere is what draws him in.
The event also featured a Columbia alumnus Mathew Thomas of
Beso and current Columbia student Hank Beiber, of Beauty Minus
Beast whom Nadeau recommended
to a friend of his in the class, with
hopes of diversifying the musical
lineup, Nadeau said.
“There are so many people who
are itching at the chance to get on
stage, and that’s what we want,”
Nadeau said. “Columbia should
aspire to get freshmen and sophomores involved just as much as the
upperclassmen are.”
Nadeau said in comparison to
his expected turnout for the event,
he was pleased with who showed
up. Columbia events usually yield
crowds that consist of students
who are looking for a good time and
enjoy good music, he said.
kholley@chroniclemail.com
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The FALL JOB FAIR welcomes local
businesses and organizations offering
off-campus paid employment. Come
prepared to leave with a lead:
+ Research companies beforehand
+ Bring multiple copies of your resume
+ Dress to impress

RESUMES REQUIRED
STUDENT REGISTRATION OPENS AUGUST 18TH
Learn more and sign up at colum.edu/jobfair
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The Spectacle takes student films out of classroom

Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
Mark Kelly, vice president of Student Success, introduces the first Spectacle event part of a series of screenings of student films, on Sept. 23 at the Conaway Center, 1104
S. Wabash Ave. The Spectacle aims to feature students’ work and help students to network with other filmmakers.

JENNIFER BOYLEN
Assistant Campus Editor
STUDENTS, FILMMAKERS AND fans

packed Film Row Cinema at the
Conaway Center, 1104 S. Wabash
Ave., as The Spectacle, a screening
series of short films made by Columbia students, kicked off its run
on Sept. 23.
The Spectacle was created so film
students could have a formal place
to show their work. Founding students collaborated with Viva Doc,
a student organization that creates
nonfiction films.
Ali Hadley, a senior cinema art
+ science major and The Spectacle
organizer, said the idea emerged

because film students are active
filmmakers but were only getting
opportunities to show their work
in class besides offering a showcase,
The Spectacle is also an opportunity
for networking, she said.
Although faculty members helped
develop The Spectacle at the beginning, it has been predominantly student-run, Hadley said.
“It’s student-driven, and we’re
happy that it’s student-driven,” Hadley said. “It’s something that needs
to progress us as filmmakers beyond
graduation. It needs to be something
that we’re doing as professionals
and doing for ourselves so we can
move forward in our careers.”
Although there have been smaller

film screenings by the Experimental Film Society, Viva Doc and the
Women + Film Club, The Spectacle
[is intended] to help filmmakers
gain a wider audience, she said.
“We want to celebrate our work
that we’ve been doing, but we also
want to include everyone,” Hadley
said. “There’s no reason for us to not
have a network.”
She said they hope to eventually
raise funds and move screenings off
campus, but the group wants students to show their work and watch
other films.
“[The first event] is really just going to hopefully instigate communication and kickstart something
in our little community, and then

hopefully we’ll create some revenue
for ourselves to build upon this little
tiny empire,” Hadley said.
She said she hopes other students,
faculty and community members
become interested in attending The
Spectacle because it is ideal exposure for their films.
“That’s our real audience,” Hadley
said. “Filmmakers don’t make films
for filmmakers, they make them
for people.”
Tina Roberts, a junior cinema art
+ science major and president of
Viva Doc, said her club originally got
involved with The Spectacle to help
with logistics such as supplying popcorn and reserving Film Row Cinema. The club hosts workshops and
events, and she said it hopes to help
with The Spectacle in more ways
than logistically in the future.
As a filmmaker herself, Roberts said she enjoyed seeing other students’ work outside of
the classroom.
“I loved seeing what other students were doing and it really inspired me as I’m sure it did others,”
Roberts said. “It made me want
to go finish the film I’m working
on so that I can show it at the next
Spectacle. I think it’s super important just to inspire everyone and
motivate networking.”
Hannah Welever, a 2014 cinema
art + science and humanities, history & social sciences graduate, said
although she graduated, she is still
working with The Spectacle. Along

with senior cinema arts + science
major Bret Hamilton and Hadley,
she is a part of The Spectacle’s organizers. After starting the Women
+ Film Club more than a year ago,
she said she planned to host screenings that were on a larger scale
and professional.
“We needed something to invite
old and new faces because all the
screenings that we had [previously] were very small and contained,”
Welever said.
Students are passionate and excited to have resources and spaces
to showcase their work like The
Spectacle is offering, Welever said.
She said the organization plans to
have monthly events in different
parts of Chicago. By having these
screenings, they are motivating students to finish their work because
they will have a place to show it,
she added.
“The reason we plan these events
is because they don’t exist,” Welever
said. “We have enough initiative
where we want to see that change.
We’re constantly working on different things, and we’re constantly
hearing about different projects,
but what is the point if we’re never
going to watch it? We need to be in
control of when we’re going to see
these things.”
The Spectacle is now accepting
submissions at thespectaclechicago@gmail.com
jboylen@chroniclemail.com
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HOKIN GALLERY
623 S. WABASH AVE./1ST FLOOR
FREE HIV TESTING BY CALOR
FREE FLU SHOTS BY WALGREENS
FREE BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENINGS
HAUS | 623 S. WABASH AVE./1ST FLOOR
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It’s Apple picking season
Additional discounts for one day only.
Save the date

MacBook Pro
13”
2.5GHz

Everyday Price:

$999

Event Price:

$949

Wednesday
October
8th

MacBook Air
11”
128GB

11”
256GB

13”
128GB

13”
256GB

Everyday Price:

$849

$1049

$949

$1149

Event Price:

$799

$999

$899

$1099

MacBook Pro w/ Retina
13”
128GB

13”
256GB

13”
512GB

15”
256GB

15”
512GB

Everyday Price:

$1199

$1399

$1699

$1899

$2299

Event Price:

$1149

$1349 $1649 $1799 $2199

ComputerStore
best products better service

Store Hours: M - F 11AM to 6PM
33 E. Congress Pkwy 1st Floor (entrance off Wabash) • 312.369.8622
computerstore@colum.edu
We accept:
*Must be a current student, staff, or faculty member of Columbia College Chicago to shop at the
Computer Store. All offers valid while supplies last. No rainchecks or special orders. All sales final.
**Event pricing applies only to in stock models

Cash and starter checks not accepted.
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Kelly Wenzel THE CHRONICLE
Students play pickup games and interact with fellow students from other South Loop colleges at an open gym, hosted at Roosevelt University’s Goodman Center, 501
S. Wabash Ave. The open gym sessions run Monday–Thursday during the semester.

Open gym offers place for
students to connect, compete
KYLE HOLLEY
Assistant Campus Editor
FOR THE LAST three years, Columbia
has collaborated with Roosevelt
and East-West universities to host
open gym sessions at fitness facilities that students from all three institutions can use.
Columbia students benefit from
this association because the EastWest University facility now offers
students from South Loop colleges
an opportunity to participate in
pickup games of basketball, vol-

leyball, soccer and dodgeball, according to Columbia’s Fitness, Athletics & Recreation Coordinator,
Mark Brticevich.
Extramural facilities available to
Columbia students include Roosevelt’s Goodman Center, 501 S. Wabash Ave. and the basketball court
located in East-West University’s
residence hall The Flats, 829 S.
Wabash Ave.
The Goodman Center that welcomes students for open gym sessions Monday through Thursday
from 10 a.m.–1 p.m. Additionally,

East-West has partnered with Columbia in opening its gym in The
Flats for Columbia’s sports teams
to practice for six hours each week,
aside from the time set for open
gym opportunities, Brticevich said.
East-West hosts open gym sessions on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday every week from 5–9 p.m.
In addition, The Flats offers Pilates Mat classes from 4:30–5:30
p.m. on Mondays and Zumba classes from 4–5 p.m. on Wednesdays.
Roosevelt’s Crown Fitness Center,
425. Wabash Ave., hosts Dance Fit-

ness from 4:30–5:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Pilaties/Yoga Fusion from
6:30–7:30 p.m. on Thursdays.
Brticevich, also a part-time
faculty member in the Science &
Mathematics Department, said the
partnership between the colleges
began about 21 years ago from a
need for resources other institutions had. The addition of new facilities at Roosevelt and East-West
was an opportunity to continue that
relationship, he said.
“It became increasingly evident
that we needed new facilities, not
only for our sports teams but just
for students to go out and play,”
Brticevich said.
He said the schools negotiated a
way for all students to have access
to one another’s facilities and programs. Columbia students can use
Roosevelt’s gym during specified
hours, and in turn, Columbia hosts
two classes that are open to students from both schools at Roosevelt’s Barry Crown Fitness Center,
425 S. Wabash Ave., as well as allowing their students and athletes
to join fitness courses at Columbia’s
fitness center at 731 S. Plymouth
Court, Brticevich said.
East-West constructed The Flats
in late fall 2013. The dorm, which
houses both East-West and Columbia students, is also home to a new
gym with one basketball court.
Kendall Delashment, a second-year interdisciplinary arts
graduate student at Columbia, said
he is taking full advantage of the
open facility opportunities on campus while he pursues his master’s.

Delashment said the variety of
places offers a change of scenery
for students to exercise and allows
them to avoid the repetitiveness of
attending a traditional setting of
a gym in a more entertaining way.
The open gym sessions also allow
him to play sports and interact with
students from other institutions
and disciplines that interest him,
he said.
“When you have open gym between different communities, it
inspires a deeper sense of community—a more whole community,”
Delashment said.
Similarly, Bernard Forson, a
freshman cinema art + science major, said he is excited about the opportunity of meeting new people at
open gym events.
“I get to meet people that are not
only from Columbia but are from
other schools in the city, and it’s
pretty fun meeting new people,”
Forson said.
Forson said he frequently participates in the pickup basketball
games held at Roosevelt’s Goodman Center and East-West’s gym
in The Flats as a way to not only
stay active and get exercise, but
also to stay connected to the entire
campus community.
“On a campus like this where fitness is not something that is widely embraced, anything that we can
do to get students to move around,
to not sit so much and to be active,
network and have fun, we’re trying
to do,” Brticevich said.
kholley@chroniclemail.com

Home of

THE WHOPPER

R

NOW
DELIVERS

Have it your way at the place you stay

at 18 W. Jackson
bkdelivers.com
1-855-ORDER-BK

Delivery hours:

Mon-Fri 11a.m. to 10 p.m.
Sat & Sun 11a.m. to 7 p.m.
Limited deLivery area. See bkdeLiverS.com for detaiLS.
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Continued from Front Page

According to the reports, the
college gave more than $32 million
in scholarship funds to incoming
freshmen this year, an $8.5 million
increase from last year. Despite
the increase in scholarship aid,
Kim said tuition will continue to
increase because of such issues as
the current state of the economy
and increasing costs of healthcare
for college employees. He also said
the scholarships given to incoming
freshmen this year are part of an
enrollment strategy to attract more
students to the college.
“Increasingly, there is a basic
expectation coming from families
that the scholarship offer is just
necessary before a student will
make a commitment to go to an institution,” Kim said. “It’s very difficult to get students if you’re not
willing to put some kind of scholarship offer on the table, and that’s
just the reality of that we’re all facing right now.”
Michelle Gates, chief financial officer and vice president of
Business Affairs, said in a Sept. 25
emailed statement that the college has mitigated the revenue loss
through several expense reductions
that target personnel expenses,
operating expenses, non-class-related activities and planned
capital improvements.
The School of Media Arts proportionally lost fewer students
than the School of Liberal Arts &
Sciences and the School of Fine
& Performing Arts, according to
the enrollment reports. While the
Cinema Art + Science Department remains the college’s largest
department with 1,558 students,
the Journalism and Photography
departments lost the highest per—
centage of students this year
20.6 percent.
Robin Bargar, dean of the School
of Media Arts, said the Cinema
Art + Science Department has always been the largest department
at the college because it is nationally ranked as one of the best film
programs in the country by media
sources such as The Hollywood Reporter. In addition to its high rankings, he said the number of successful alumni from the department are
evidence to prospective students
that they too can be successful in
the program, which influences
them to enroll.
Bargar said the school plans to
use this same tactic in increasing
enrollment for the Journalism Department, as well as showcasing
current students who are practicing the profession.
“We’re trying to show that we’re
really giving students the opportunity to learn in an environment that
models what they really will do in
the real world,” Bargar said. “If students can see they have these learning opportunities [and] they are
just like the opportunities they will
have in the real world, then they’ll
identify with that.”
Bargar said although he cannot
accurately predict when enrollment in the School of Media Arts
will begin to recover, he is confident
that such losses will begin to slow
and if there are any next fall, they
will be less drastic than this year’s.

“I really have to be confident,”
Bargar said. “I think the whole college is working at it in a much more
organized, concentrated way than
ever before.”
Len Strazewski, interim chair
of the Journalism Department,
said because there is a cultural understanding that there are fewer
job opportunities in journalism, it
could account for the significant
decrease in the department’s enrollment. He said the department
is currently researching industry
trends and reasons for why students may be choosing not to study
journalism. In addition to the re-

search, Strazewski said the department plans to emphasize the significant department alums.
“We have a tremendous collection of alumni who are very successful and are great role models for our existing students,”
Strazewski said.
The School of Fine & Performing Arts has seen losses similar to
those in Media Arts, but Business &
Entrepreneurship is a department
that is actually flourishing—it had
a 2.4 percent enrollment increase
this year.
Philippe Ravanas, chair of the
Business & Entrepreneurship De-

partment, said this increase is the
result of efforts the department
has made throughout the last five
years, including the reassessment
of classes, improved student evaluations and the refining of programs
that would best prepare students
for their careers.
“All of this contributed to a positive dynamic in a difficult environment,” Ravanas said. “We have presented a very ambitious expansion
plan from a curricular standpoint
to keep on innovating both in traditional format and online to [create]
a new platform for growth.”
Ravanas said his department will

continue to improve the curriculum, which is a tactic other departments and schools can use to get
enrollment numbers up.
Because falling enrollment is a
college-wide issue, Kim said he is
encouraging each school dean and
department chair to address their
particular department accordingly.
“I just want the community to
know that this is my top priority,”
Kim said. “Even though it’s a little bit
frustrating, I’m encouraged because
I’m so positive about the value of
the institution.”
kdavis@chroniclemail.com

THE DEPARTMENT OF ASL-ENGLISH INTERPRETATION
presents:

TONY
MCGREGOR
SOUTHWESTERN	
  DE’VIA	
  ARTIST

October 2, 2014

Ferguson Theater

First Floor

600 S. Michigan Avenue
7:30 PM-9:00 PM

!
!

Tony Landon McGregor,
Ph.D. has always been
involved in many things;
using his hands, he is
constantly experimenting
with art. His favorite
medium is mixed media.
For the last thirty years, Dr.

McGregor traveled to West
Texas, New Mexico,
Arizona, Colorado, and
Utah; these areas have
greatly inﬂuenced his way
of artistic thinking. In
addition, he used to visit
Native American friends

and people residing in the
Great Southwest. These
individual’s culture and
folklore continue to
fascinate him up to today.

!

This event will be
interpreted.
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Continued from PG. 1

To make sure the client will be
pleased with the marketing plan,
Kumorowski said she has divided
the class into six teams that will
compete on different aspects of the
campaign, such as branding, statistics and interviews.
Jaclyn Pappageorge, a senior
advertising major in Kumorowski’s class, said she enjoys
the class because it gives her
practical experience.
“[The class] helps create solutions to help businesses be sustainable,” Pappageorge said. “As
students, we create an image for a
brand in the mind of the consumer.
We’re just working to make creative, original ideas to help companies and to sell their products.”
When she learned that her class
would be working with Undercover
Colors, Pappageorge said she was
excited to work with the brand because it addresses a topic that has
recently gained national attention.
“A lot of students have already
heard that this product is coming
out, so we have a great audience as a
college campus,” Pappageorge said.
She said using a product like nail
polish to help prevent rape is an innovative idea.
“You often hear what you can do
after the act happens and [the nail
polish] detects [drugs] before anything has the chance to happen,”
Pappageorge said. “It’s empowering women to protect themselves
against a horrible situation.”

xx PATINKIN

Martha Meegan, director of
Campus Safety & Security, sent an
emailed statement to The Chronicle Sept. 25 detailing her support
for Undercover Colors.
“As a safety and security professional, I support practices and
products that can safeguard oneself
from being a victim of any crime,”
Meegan said in the email. “I salute
the inventors of Undercover Colors for offering a product that empowers women to take a protective
measure in safeguarding against
being a victim of sexual assault.”
Sam Wolf, a junior audio arts &
acoustics major, said Undercover
Colors can make a difference for
victims of sexual assault. He said its
mission is especially important to
him because he is close with a victim of sexual assault and has seen
the effects it can have on a person.
“Any possible steps that can be
taken to prevent [rape] are good
ones,” Wolf said.
He said this product is bringing
sexual assault awareness into the
public eye in the form of a common product. However, Wolf said
he does think that there will be
challenges in creating a marketing
plan, but if anyone can, it will be
Columbia students.
“I think it’s a hard sell because
it’s a fear-based product, but at
the same time, it can give peace of
mind,” Wolf said. “A lot of marketing majors here have insane vision,
like just crazy good ideas, and they
learn how to put them into motion.”

Continued from PG. 3

off to New York City or Los Angeles and made a name for himself
in comedy, but he chose Chicago,
Green said in the statement.
“He is a pioneer of Chicago theater, and he chose to dedicate his
life to theater and enriching the
discipline of theater and comedy
through empowering students,”
Green said. “And that is a magnificent testament to him, and it personifies exactly what the best of
Columbia is.”
One thing young performers
learned from Patinkin was to take
chances. He always encouraged
performers to break out of their
comfort zones, Thornton said.

xx DEBT

Continued from PG. 3

said. The Internet community is
beginning to raise awareness and
the government addressing the
problem by implementing loan relief plans, she said.
Pearl Natali, director of outreach,
education and financial planning in
the Student Financial Services office, said student debt is a national
concern that is not just specific to
Columbia. However, she said the
college is starting to recognize the
problem because the majority of
Columbia students use some sort of
financial aid, whether it be a loan,
scholarship or other type of aid,
she said.
“It’s definitely on everyone’s

cdegen@chroniclemail.com

GET $10 STUDENT TICKETS WITH

“The one quote that everyone
seems to remember is he would always encourage everyone to take a
chance,” Thornton said. “The reason why a lot of people don’t take
chances is that they don’t want to
look foolish, or they don’t think
they’re funny, and Sheldon would
always say, ‘It’s better to be an a-hole than a chicken s--t.’”
As part of Chicago’s legendary
theater community, Patinkin’s legacy in the city was one of fondness,
according to Alexander.
“He was sort of the quintessential Chicago person,” Alexander
said. “He just loved the theater
and was very instrumental in the
early years of the beginning of the
small theater community. He loved
them and they loved him. Chicago

is well-known for taking care of its
own, and Sheldon represented that
very well.”
Green said there will never be
another man quite like Patinkin
because he dedicated so much of
his life to teaching others the craft
of theater.
“Sheldon stands as the gold standard of somebody who dedicates
his life to his students,” Green said.
“All of us have been enriched in
knowing him. We will not see his
like again. There will not be future
Sheldons. I only knew him for a
brief five years, but I am the better for knowing him. He has left us
with a tremendous legacy that we
will strive to emulate.”

mind in [terms of ] how we can make
everybody fully aware of the terms
and what they’re taking on,” Natali said. “It’s definitely one of our
top priorities.”
Natali said she works closely with families and students to
inform and guide them on financial responsibilities, funding options and procedures to obtain
funding. The college allocates resources to make students aware
of their finances starting at the
admissions process.
“[The process] includes continuously putting in that information
for students through the whole process of matriculation once they’re
enrolled and then once they leave,”
Natali said. “It’s not like a one-time
type of interaction with a student.

It’s built into pretty much everything so it can really be connected
across the board.”
Although Lucid said she thinks
she is knowledgeable on what it
will take to pay back her loans because information is readily available to her, she said she does not
know if she will have a steady income to pay them back because she
will not immediately start work in
her field.
“With a liberal arts degree, it’s
going to be way more difficult for us
to pay it back just because typically
we have to start out in careers that
aren’t exactly what our major was,”
Lucid said. “Living what you love
comes at a cost.”

shall@chroniclemail.com

jboylen@chroniclemail.com

AT GOODMAN THEATRE!

Radically discounted tickets— just for students

Students get $10 balcony tickets to any production with promo code 10TIX. visit GoodmanTheatre.org/10Tix for more details.

Albert
Theatre

THE #1 PLAY ON THE ChiCago Tribune’S
“BEST THEATER OF 2013” LIST RETURNS!

Owen
A “BRUISINGLY FUNNY” (Time ouT London)
Theatre
WORLD PREMIERE THAT CELEBRATES
THE PERSEvERANCE OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT.

SMOKEFALL

BY

FRANCES YA-CHU COWHIG
DIRECTED BY ERIC TING

NOAH HAIDLE
DIRECTED BY ANNE KAUFFMAN
BY

NOW THROUGH OCTOBER 26

Don’t Miss College night: Wednesday October 1
6 – 7pm: Pizza and conversation with Goodman artists
7:30pm: Performance of Smokefall

Tickets just $10! Use promo code COLLEGE at GoodmanTheatre.org/CollegeNight*.

NOW THROUGH OCTOBER 12

*Not valid on Goodman’s mobile site, on previously purchased tickets or in combination with other offers.

312.443.3800 | GoodmanTheatre.org
GROUPS SAvINGS: 312.443.3820
Paul M. Angell
Family Foundation

Sponsor Partner
for Smokefall

Foundation Partner
for Smokefall
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the Owen Theatre Season

Principal Support of Artistic Development
and Diversity Initiatives

Exclusive Airline of
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Nine RNA markers found in the blood
of study participants suffering from
depressive disorders could lead to the
first-ever biological detection system
for psychological ailments
MAX GREEN
Assistant Sports & Health Editor
AT LEAST 10 percent of people in
the U.S. will experience major depressive disorders at some point
in their lives, with twice as many
women affected as men.
Researchers from Northwestern University have identified
nine RNA blood markers present in individuals diagnosed with
MDDs—a biological measurement
that has potential to point the way
to an accurate and objective diagnostic tool for major depressive
disorders—something that does
not currently exist. According to
the World Health Organization,
MDDs are the leading cause of disability worldwide.
“The current diagnostic tests
[for depression] are subjective,”
said Eva Redei, lead author of the
study and professor of psychiatry and behavioral sciences at
Northwestern University’s Feinberg
School of Medicine. “There are patient-based questionnaires put together by psychiatrists, but that’s
how patients are diagnosed.”
Measurements were taken from
study participants before and after
18 weeks of cognitive-behavioral
therapy, a form of treatment that
focuses on examining the relationships between thoughts, feelings
and behaviors by exploring negative patterns of thinking.
Initially, blood levels for the
nine markers differed significantly among participants with MDDs
and those in the control group.
But after the cognitive-behavioral
therapy, six of the blood markers
in the participants with depressive
disorders changed to match those
of the control group.
According to the Sept. 16 study,
published in the journal Translational Psychiatry, the severity of self-reported depression
symptoms may be understated in
comparison to those symptoms

THURSDAY, OCT. 2

diagnosed by clinicians because
depressed patients frequently
characterize symptoms inadequately. The study said the longer
the diagnostic delay, which can
last 2–40 months, the more difficult it is to treat depression.
Redei said in the past, researchers have explored the possibility of
developing blood-based tests for
diagnosing depression, but so far,
none have been successful.
“That’s the million dollar question,” said Shawn McClintock, a
Ph. D. and associate professor in
psychiatry and behavioral sciences at the Duke University School of
Medicine. “That’s something science is really trying to understand
right now.”
According to McClintock, researchers in the field of depression study are using a variety of
methods to try to develop a biological measurement of symptoms of
MDD. Researchers look at cognitive abilities such as memory function, attention function and processing speed that are associated
with mood changes.
McClintock said many people
do not get regular screenings for
depression, and the National Institutes of Mental Health highlight
the need for general physicians to
start the conversation with their
patients about being aware of the
state of their moods and promoting better mental health self-care.
“At your local drug store, there’s
a blood pressure screening and a
lot of people know they need to get
their blood pressure checked,” McClintock said. “But when focusing
on depression or mood, there can
be a bit of a negative association
with it. People may be self-conscious and hesitant to admit that
there might be a problem.”
Redei said while her team did
see changes in the levels of some
RNA blood markers after successful cognitive-behavioral therapy,
not every patient will respond to
every kind of treatment. However, this research could provide a
platform for making better recommendations for individualized

x x SEE DEPRESSION, PG. 15
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Blood markers
hint at depression

CBS Sports to air first-ever
all-women’s sports talk show

EDDIE DIAZ

Assistant Sports & Health Editor
CBS SPORTS NETWORK will launch

the first nationally televised all-female, weekly sports talk show on
Sept. 30.
The show, “We Need To Talk,”
will feature prominent female athletes such as Women’s National
Basketball Association legend Lisa
Leslie and female boxing legend
Laila Ali.
In an Aug. 26 CBS Sports press
release, Sean McManus, chairman
of CBS Sports, said an all-women’s
sports talk show should have already happened.
“This is a very proud moment for
all of us here at CBS Sports,” McManus said in the press release. “A
sports show featuring women is
long overdue, and we are thrilled
to make television history this fall
with the national launch of ‘We
Need to Talk.’”
As the first show of its kind on a
sports network, there is a possibil-

ity that successful ratings for the
show could lead to more job opportunities for female journalists.
Danielle Dwyer, a graduate student at Columbia and editor of
ChicagoTalks, said a show like this
is inspiring to her and other female
sports journalists.
“As a female aspiring to break
into the sports industry, it’s really great and positive to see a show
where women sit down [and]
talk sports,” Dwyer said. “We are
talking about what we love, we
talk about our passion ... we can all
speak our mind on that front.”
Teresa Puente, an associate professor of journalism at Columbia,
said that while she is in favor of the
show, women still need to be more
involved in sports coverage.
“It’s great to have women’s voices out there, but I think the bigger
issue is that women need to be part
of the day-to-day coverage,” Puente said. “I don’t think [this show]
is a substitute for having women
as the commentators or reporters

SATURDAY, OCT. 4

in the general sports programs and
[game] broadcasts.”
Another highly speculated aspect of the show is how much focus
will be placed on women’s sports.
According to a 2013 study by the
Tucker Center for Research on
Girls & Women in Sports, women’s
sports currently receive 4 percent
of all sports media coverage.
Puente said the study’s coverage
statistic is disturbing, but that it
also highlights the need for a show
like this and more collaboration
with women.
“That is why there is a need for
this program,” Puente said. “This
is a great opportunity for this show
to [increase coverage for women’s
sports]. However, I would also say
they have to hold men’s sports accountable [for lack of coverage].”
Dwyer said while she does think
women’s sports should be discussed more, they have to keep
viewers’ interests in mind.

x x SEE TALK, PG. 15

SUNDAY, OCT. 5

Chicago Fire
vs. Philadelphia Union

Chicago Blackhawks
vs.New York Rangers

Northwestern Wildcats
vs. Wisconsin Badgers

Chicago Bears
vs. Carolina Panthers

Time : 7 p.m.
Place : PPL Park
Where to watch : ESPN2

Time : 7 p.m.
Place : Madison Square Garden
Where to watch : CSN

Time : 2:30 p.m.
Place : Ryan Field
Where to watch : ESPN2

Time : 12 p.m.
Place : Bank of America Staduim
Where to watch : FOX
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Unnecessary roughness
NFL players’ violent
acts against women
tarnishing the
league’s image

EMILY ELLIS

Sport: Volleyball

Team/School: Columbia College

EDDIE DIAZ
Assistant Sports & Health Editor
IN THE PAST two weeks, three NFL
players—Greg Hardy, Jonathan
Dwyer and Ray Rice—have been
suspended indefinitely by the NFL
or their own teams for incidents of
domestic violence.
The outcry from organizations
that advocate for victims of domestic violence has grown, and Terry
O’Neill, President of the National
Organization for Women, issued
a statement Sept. 9 calling for the
resignation of NFL Commissioner
Roger Goodell.
“The NFL has lost its way,”
O’Neill said in the statement. “It
doesn’t have a Ray Rice problem; it
has a violence against women problem. The only workable solution is
for Roger Goodell to resign and for
his successor to appoint an independent investigator with full authority to gather factual data about
domestic violence, dating violence,
sexual assault and stalking within
the NFL community and to recommend real and lasting reforms [to
NFL policy].”

Associated Press
NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell has come under fire recently for the NFL’s handling of domestic violence.

It is not just domestic violence
organizations that are calling
for Goodell’s resignation. On his
ESPN2 late night talk show prominent ESPN personality Keith Olbermann called for Goodell and
other NFL employees involved in
the Rice investigation to step down.
Pat Kremer, an adjunct public
relations professor, said the lack of
leadership from Goodell could ultimately cost him his job.
“The players are not happy because they’re not seeing leadership,” Kremer said. “One thing
everyone in the NFL is looking for—
the owners, the [general] managers,
the coaches, the players—they are
looking for leadership from Roger
Goodell, and they haven’t seen that.

That’s something that could ultimately demand his resignation.”
With Goodell and the NFL both
under fire, the league is searching
for answers to rehabilitate its tainted image. Kremer said the NFL’s
slow response damaged its ability
to recover from the tide of scandals.
“Because [Goodell] was reactive
and not proactive, the court of public opinion took over,” Kremer said.
“Once the court of public opinion
takes over, the public is weighing in
on this situation. They are not happy about how the NFL is handling
domestic abuse.”
Procter & Gamble, a well-known
consumer goods manufacturing

xx SEE NFL, PG. 15
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EDDIE DIAZ
Assistant Sports & Health Editor
EMILY ELLIS, A senior television major, wants to be more than just a
face in front of the camera. She
wants to be behind it, too.
Ellis, a Cincinnati, Ohio native,
transferred to Columbia at the beginning of her junior year to pursue
her dream of creating and acting in
her own TV show. She now spends
her nights playing libero—specializing in defense and serve reception
on the court—for the Renegades coed volleyball team.
The Chronicle spoke with Ellis
about her history with volleyball,
the challenges of playing on a co-ed
club team, changing her major, career goals and her biggest inspirations professionally.

THE CHRONICLE: How long have you
been playing volleyball?
EMILY ELLIS: I have been playing
volleyball since the fourth grade. I
went to a Catholic grade school—
the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
My mom actually coached me for
the first two years, and she had no
idea what she was doing. She had
no idea that there were timeouts.
Thank God, she [has since] retired
her coaching cap.
What made you want to start playing?
I have always been really athletic.
As a kid, I played every sport and
volleyball was one sport to check
off the list. I [also] played basketball, soccer, I actually bowled for a
while. I got two bowling trophies.
Kaitlin Hetterscheidt THE CHRONICLE
Columbia students Conner Needham and Hannah Hansen (front) participate in Columbia’s Yoga, a mind-body connection class hosted twice a week in the Fitness Studio
at the Residence Center,731 S. Plymouth Court.
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What has it been like for you playing
on a co-ed team?

It’s definitely tons of fun. I have always played on all-girls teams, and I
have always respected male volleyball players. It’s definitely going to
be difficult combining people who
have zero experience and people
who have played in college before
[and] trying to morph that [mix of
people] into one or two teams is difficult in-and-of itself.

Would you like to see Columbia pursue creating official sports teams?
They should stick with what they
have now. What makes Columbia
so unique is [that it has] no official
collegiate sports teams. That is also
what makes the volleyball team so
special. It is this group of people
who want to come together at an
arts college and play and are able to
do that.

Who are your biggest influences?
Tina Fey is number 1–12. A lot of
female writers like Amy Poehler,
Julia Louis-Dreyfus and Lena Dunham [influenced me as well]. I worship [Saturday Night Live]. Nasim
Pedrad was my favorite. There’s
really a billion, but you don’t have
room for all of the [professional] influences in my life.

Why did you change your major from
theatre to television?
I was watching “30 Rock” and Tina
[Fey] created the show and she
wrote a lot [of the material] for it,
and I said, “I want to do that.” I want
to be the person who creates the
words instead of primarily acting it
out. It was a show that showed me I
can be a writer as well as an artist.
ediaz@chroniclemail.com
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Climate policies gain steam after march, summit

Associated Press
Days before the UN summit on climate change, thousands joined the People’s Climate March, a rally to raise awareness of global warming in New York City on Sept. 21.

RASHMI SHIVNI
Contributing Writer
THE ISSUE OF climate change contin-

ues to garner attention worldwide
following the Sept. 21 People’s Climate March and Sept. 23 UN Climate Summit in New York City.
Research on global environmental issues concerned the public,
which is now demanding world
leaders take more definitive political action. UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon joined the march
and later spoke with more than 120
world leaders at the Climate Summit.
Prominent American figures—
like President Barack Obama and
actor Leonardo DiCaprio—discussed evidence supporting climate change at the summit and

pressed the need for an updated environmental policy.
Thirteen of the 14 warmest years
on record have occurred in the 21st
century, and each of the last three
decades has seen a hotter temperature than the previous one, according to a statement from the World
Meteorological Organization.
“Temperatures have been increasing over time,” said Jeffrey
Dukes, associate professor of forestry, natural resources and biological science at Purdue University.
“All of this is driven by increases in
greenhouse gas concentrations in
the atmosphere, which insulate the
planet better.”
Dukes said an increased level of
carbon emissions and abundant
greenhouse gas are partially ab-

sorbed into the ocean, making the
water more acidic, which in turn
makes it more difficult for aquatic
life to survive.
Ecosystems at greater risk are
colder, northern latitude environments in areas such as the Arctic,
where the fastest average temperature gains on the planet have been
seen. Alaska and alpine zones are
inhabited by species that would not
be able to leave, adapt or compete in
order to survive, Dukes said.
According to NASA’s Key Indicators research on global climate
change, the current level of carbon
dioxide in the atmosphere is almost
1 1/3 times greater than the highest natural level seen thousands of
years ago. This results in a climb in
ground and atmospheric tempera-

tures, the melting of land and Arctic
sea ice, and rising sea levels.
Shamili Sandiford, a professor of
biology and field studies at the College of DuPage in Glen Ellyn, Illinois, said looking at isolated weather events is not a proper indication
of climate change.
While Obama spoke at the summit about increased carbon emissions and mentioned plans to create new standards and regulations
on coal plants in the U.S., the major
goal is to cut carbon emissions globally, a difficult challenge because
many developing countries do not
want to jeopardize their economic
growth, Sandiford said.
“This kind of becomes the sticking point for countries like India
and China, which have emerging
economies that want to have a little
bit of a break on their [environmental] contributions,” Sandiford said.
“They’re at the point where the U.S.
and Europe were 50 years ago.”
The ongoing industrialization
movement only serves to aggravate
carbon emissions, and unless countries begin to regulate them, they
will continue to damage the environment, Dukes said.
“Fossil fuel burning is not showing signs, globally, of slowing down
any time soon,” Dukes said.
Industrialization has historically played a significant role in higher fuel emissions, but increased
awareness over the past 50 years
has changed the way the world

looks at the environment and collectively takes action.
Daniel Aldrich, an associate professor of political science at Purdue
University, said environmental
movements rely on policy changes,
and many countries are listening to
activists’ concerns.
According to Aldrich, policy
work is being done at two levels to
affect climate change.
“One is the federal government,
where they can regulate things like
miles per gallon that cars have to
get or how energy efficient buildings should be,” he said. “More importantly at the local political level,
for example within a state, there
are a lot of interesting attempts [to
change the way people do things].”
Citing examples, Aldrich mentioned Texas, home to the largest
wind farm in the U.S., and Greensburg, Kansas, which has achieved
its 100 percent renewable energy
goal by using wind and solar energy while advocating less driving by
promoting biking and walking.
DiCaprio, the newly appointed
UN Messenger of Peace, spoke at
the summit as a representative of
the global community, urging more
political action.
“Because the world’s scientific
community has spoken and they
have given us our prognosis, if we
do not act together, we will surely
perish,” DiCaprio said.
chronicle@colum.edu
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Non-dominant hand influences thumb’s evolution
Assistant Sports & Health Editor
THROUGHOUT EARLY HUMAN history,

the development of tools such as
hand-axes, flints and flakes is believed to have influenced the evolution of culture and anatomy.
In a Sept. 6 study published in
the Journal of Human Evolution,
researchers from the University of
Kent’s School of Anthropology and
Conservation in the U.K. analyzed
Pan troglodytes
hand
(Common
Chimpanzee)

Figure 1

the manipulative pressures and
frequency of use the thumb and
fingers of the non-dominant hand
undergo during flintknapping—the
process of chipping away material
from stone cores to produce tools
such as hand-axes wielded by
early ancestors of humans.
“Manipulative force is derived
from the amount of pressure you’re
exerting while making these tools,”
said Alastair Key, lead researcher
for the study and a Ph. D. candidate
in the University of Kent’s Biological Anthropology Department.
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Key said the main differences
seen between human and primate
hands are the musculature, size and
strength output ratios between the
thumbs and fingers. These changes
indicate that manipulative pressures led to the selection of a larger
and more robust thumb in humans.
Key pointed to the example of Kanzi, a Bonobo chimpanzee who has
famously been taught to flintknap.
“One of [Kanzi’s] problems was
that he could not hold the stone
core particularly well,” Key said.
“He wasn’t able to secure it [with
his non-dominant hand] because
his thumb couldn’t get into position
over the top of it. This is obviously
something modern humans can do.”
According to Erin Marie Williams-Hatala, a Ph. D. and assistant
professor of biology at Chatham
University in Pittsburgh, small
changes in the anatomy of the primate hand resulted in big functional differences for modern humans.
These adaptations to selective
pressures—like stone tool production—have resulted in greater grip
strength and the ability to rotate
both the thumb and pinky to form a
unique cupping gesture.
“The changes that are taking
place in the human hand and wrist
are small,” Williams-Hatala said.
“But because we have this really
long, really robust thumb that is
quite mobile, we can forcefully oppose it with our other digits.”
Williams-Hatala said for a behavior to elicit a selective response,

it has to meet a minimum of two
criteria: It has to be adaptively significant—important to the survival
of the organism—and it has to induce some kind of new biological
demand. In this instance, stone
tools fit the bill.
“The important thing to keep in
mind whenever we’re talking about
stone tools and hand evolution is it’s
sort of like looking for your keys under a streetlight,” said Carol Ward,
a Ph. D. and director of anatomical
Acheulean handaxe

Figure 2

sciences and curative professor of
anatomy at the University of Missouri. “They could be anywhere, but
you can only see under the streetlight, so that’s where you look.”
In a paper published Jan. 7 in the
Proceedings of the National Academies of Science, Ward and her team
presented evidence for the earliest
fully modern human hand in the
fossil record, which was dated to
1.42 million years ago.
“Right around 1.6 million years
ago, we see a much more advanced
kind of hand-axe appear,” Ward

said. “That’s right around when we
see this change in the hand, so it
may indicate a step up in how important the tools were, that they
were using them all of the time.”
Ward said stone tools are what
appear early on in the archaeological record. This does not mean that
hominid forerunners were not also
using implements like branches,
bones or sticks as tools to interact
with their environment, but that
those objects do not preserve over
long periods of time as well as stone.
“We need to keep in mind that
because of how fossil preservation
works, there will be pieces of the
puzzle we’ll never see in the record,”
Ward said. “We might only see the
stones, but it doesn’t mean that
that’s the most important behavior
we were doing with our hands.”
Key said the study showed a lot of
variation of force pressure depending on how the hands were manipulating the stone, ranging from a
couple of hundred grams to several
kilograms of pressure.
“There doesn’t have to be a massive recruitment [of force] for there
to be a selective pressure in place,”
Key said. “If you look at something
that requires very delicate motions,
like the repetitive strain of playing
the piano, there’s still that pressure
and strain on the hands.”
According to Key, while some of
the values reported in his research
appear to be low, they do not necessarily represent the forces being
exerted through the fingers and

thumb when they are being recruited for use but reference the “zero”
value—the measurement of force
when the thumb is recruited without other fingers. He said even a low
amount of pressure exerted on the
hands of humanity’s primate ancestors from a habitual action, like
making and using stone tools, could
still result in a very pronounced effect on how they evolve.
Williams-Hatala said primates
perform a variety of behaviors with
Homo sapiens
hand

Figure 3
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their hands and wrists that humans
cannot, like knuckle walking and
leaping between trees. Although
some of the evolutionary changes
that resulted in human hands developing as they have also allow
for improved dexterity, a different variety of grips and degrees of
strength position.
“But if you have to have a thumb
war with a chimpanzee, as long as
he doesn’t rip your thumb off, you’re
going to win,” she said.
mgreen@chroniclemail.com
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xx DEPRESSION xx TALK
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therapies—placing further emphasis on the need for an objective way
to measure depression.
“This is a biological measure for
the efficacy of what everybody considers completely non-biological
treatment,” she said. “It’s an absolute victory for psychotherapy and
cognitive behavioral therapy.”
According to Adrienne Martino,
a behavioral health therapist and
domestic violence counselor, combating symptoms of depression
can require lifelong treatment.
“It’s something that most people, unless medicated and seeking
a psychiatrist, will struggle with
like an addiction throughout their
entire lives,” Martino said.
A diagnosis of major depression
can be based on a variety of signs
and symptoms of anxiety, Martino
said. Losing a job, going through a
divorce or the loss of a loved one
can result in the psychological ailments for which researchers currently lack an objective measure.
“It would be extremely beneficial for younger and college-age
adolescents to realize there is clear
biology behind depression,” Redei
said. “There is no need to feel stigmatized. Sooner or later there will
be a simple blood test that—just
like a blood test for glucose or anything else—will help not only clinicians to diagnose depression, but
the patients who suffer from it.”

“I don’t think that [the show]
should focus on women’s sports,”
Dwyer said. “I definitely think it
should be talked about because you
have a lot of these former women
athletes that are going to be contributing to the show. You want to
make sure your content is something that people want to see. Most
of society wants to see the men’s
sports because those [sports] are
the money makers.”
According to a Feb. 5 USA Today report, the NFL made $10 billion last season alone and plans to

mgreen@chroniclemail.com
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Continued from PG. 12

company, recently backed out of
a breast cancer awareness promotion with the NFL, citing the
league’s issues with domestic violence as the main reason behind the
cancellation. According to a Sept.
19 ABC News article, PepsiCo and
Anheuser-Busch, two of the NFL’s
billion-dollar sponsors, have also
shown concern regarding the NFL’s
handling of domestic abuse.
Anne Marie Mitchell, an associate professor of public relations,
said P&G did the right thing but the
move is not entirely about ethics.
“We want to be responsible corporate citizens,” Mitchell said. “[Companies] have to act, but it’s also an
opportunity for companies to elevate
their brand, so it’s part business because their brand gets attention.”

reach as much as $25 billion per
season in 2027. The NBA made
about $4.6 billion last season, according to Plunkett Research, a
statistics research company.
The Tucker Center study, which
won a 2014 Upper Midwest Emmy
Award, also found that female athletes are much more likely than
male athletes to be portrayed in
sexually provocative poses.
Susy Schultz, an adjunct faculty member in the Journalism Department and founding president
of the Association for Women’s
Journalists, echoed the Tucker
Center study. She said the media
coverage of female athletes is dis-

proportionate as well—although
40 percent of athletes are female,
they only receive a small margin of
the coverage.
“When [women athletes] do
get the coverage, instead of [the]
media actually concentrating on
women’s abilities and athleticism,
it’s often sexualized coverage—hyper-sexual coverage,” Schultz said.
Since the show’s announcement, CBS Sports has received
praise from major media outlets
such as ABC, and fans have called
the move bold on Twitter and other
social media outlets.
Dwyer said that while she is
excited for the show’s debut , she

also fears its failure could hurt the
progress female journalists have
made in the world of sports.
“I think [the fear of failure] is
why it has taken so long for a show
like this to happen,” Dwyer said.
“They didn’t want to put this show
out there because we’re finally
making strides with women in
sports media. What if [the show]
tanks? How is that going to affect
the credibility moving forward
with these female journalists? Because it will be like, ‘Well, we gave
them a shot, but [the show] didn’t
[perform well].’”

Larry Minsky, an associate professor of advertising, agreed that a
brand’s public actions have more to
do with sales than ethics.
“You want people to like your
brand,” Minsky said. “If they don’t
like your brand, they’re not going to
buy your product. If you’re associating with things that people don’t
like, then they aren’t going to like
your brand.”
Minsky also said a brand’s decision to break its partnership with
the NFL depends on the company
and its comfort level.
“It depends on the brand of the
company as well and what they’re
comfortable being associated with,”
Minsky said. “Obviously, there is a
lot of tasteless advertising [during]
the Super Bowl.”
Goodell held a press conference
Sept. 19 to address the ongoing turmoil. Shortly after, he faced heavy

criticism on social media from
past and present NFL players for
his underwhelming performance.
Kremer said Goodell’s mechanical
reading and lack of empathy were
ultimately his downfall.
“[Goodell] has to be the person
at the podium showing empathy—
which, by the way, in his press conference, he showed no empathy,”
Kremer said. “He was reading very
mechanically with no compassion
for the subject [and] no compassion
for the victims.”
Kremer said Goodell’s press conference was not well-received because he was not direct enough.
“There’s one rule that surrounds
a decision to have a press conference in the first place,” Kremer
said. “The rule is there must be
news, specific news, that can’t be
put into a press release. The press
conference was supposed to be the

answer, it was supposed to give us a
plan. [Goodell] didn’t give us a plan;
[it] was just PR speak, but not in a
good way.”
Many NFL fans have taken to social media outlets such as Twitter
and Facebook to voice their dissatisfaction with Goodell’s handling of
domestic violence situations. Some
of those fans have suggested that
Goodell stay out of the spotlight for
the time being and fix things behind
the scenes. Kremer said Goodell
does not have that option because
as the commissioner, he is the
NFL’s leading man.
“I really don’t feel he has a
choice,” Kremer said. “When you
are the commissioner, when you
are the lead spokesperson, it is your
job to face the cameras. I really
don’t feel he has that luxury.”

ediaz@chroniclemail.com

ediaz@chroniclemail.com
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Full service photographic store. Combines helpful and
knowledgeable salespeople to satisfy to your needs.
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NOVICE

SOUS CHEF

GURU

Oatmeal Chocolate Chip Cookies

INGREDIENTS
1 cup butter, softened
1 cup packed light brown sugar
1/2 cup white sugar
2 eggs
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1 1/4 cups all-purpose flour
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon salt
3 cups quick oats
1 cup semisweet chocolate chips

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Preheat oven to 325 F.
2. Mix butter and sugars in a bowl. Add
eggs and vanilla extract.
3. Combine flour, baking soda and salt.
Blend into mixture and add quick oats
and chocolate chips.
4. Drop spoonfuls of batter onto ungreased
baking sheet.
5. Bake for 12 minutes and let cool.
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KATHERINE DAVIS
Campus Editor

There is no dessert more basic
than cookies, and because I feel especially basic this week, it was only
fitting to bake the circle-shaped
goodies. Playing with and eating
cookie dough was probably a childhood pastime for many and 15 years
later, I am still in the kitchen licking
my fingers.
Begin by preheating your oven
to 325 F. While the oven heats up,
place one stick of butter in the microwave for 30 seconds so it softens and becomes easier to mix. In a
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and your ideas for the

haunted house

large bowl, mix together the butter,
one cup of brown sugar and half a
cup of white sugar until the mixture is smooth. Add two eggs, one
at a time. Next, add two teaspoons
of vanilla extract for extra flavor.
Combine 1 1/4 cups of all-purpose
flour, 1/2 teaspoon of baking soda
and one teaspoon of salt and stir
into the butter mixture until completely blended. Depending on how
salty you like your cookies, you can
add in a pinch of salt instead of
the full teaspoon. Then add three
cups of quick oats and one cup of
semisweet chocolate chips to the
mixture. I prefer Quaker Oats and

Ghirardelli chocolate chips, but feel
free to use white chocolate or dark
chocolate chips for variety. Stir
the batter until the chocolate chips
are evenly distributed, then place
spoonfuls of the dough onto an
ungreased baking sheet and place
it in the oven. Do not forget to taste
the dough first, though!
Bake for 12 minutes and then let
cool for five minutes before eating.
Once cool, enjoy and impress your
mom or roommates with your newfound baking skills and tremendously tasty treats.
kdavis@chroniclemail.com

Stone
Art
Supply
Where Creativity becomes solid reality
www.stoneartsupply.com

Back to school sale!

Proposals Wanted
To create and reserve your own room in the haunted house
contact Rachel Anderson at randerson@colum.edu or
https://stucomm.wufoo.com/forms/haunted-house-proposal/
by Wednesday, October 3th if interested!
The haunted house will be located at
916 S. wabash ave. on October 29th and 30th.
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David Bowie exhibit ‘really made the grade’ at MCA
BAXTER BARROWCLIFF
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor
THE “DAVID BOWIE Is” exhibit opened

its doors to the public on Sept. 23
at Chicago’s Museum of Contemporary Art, 220 E. Chicago Ave.,
beginning the exhibit’s 3-month
stop at the only American museum
on its tour.
“David Bowie Is” is the first
international retrospective of
world-renowned English artist
and musician David Bowie. The
exhibit was curated by Geoffrey
Marsh, director of the Department
of Theatre & Performance, and
Victoria Broackes, head of Exhibitions for the Department for Theatre & Performance, of the Victoria
and Albert Museum in London,
where the exhibit made its grand
premiere in March 2013.
Marsh said in a panel discussion
that the exhibit originated when a
representative of Bowie’s contacted them after a previous exhibit
idea had fallen through.
“It all came about by kind of a
series of accidents,” Marsh said.
“We were going to do a show about
another major—actually, an American—performer, but for various
reasons, it didn’t come off. After
that, a guy rang us up and said, ‘Are
you guys interested in seeing David’s archives?’ I think we looked
at it for about 10 seconds and we
said, ‘Yes!’”
Marsh said that apart from allowing the curators access to his

Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
“David Bowie Is” features many customs of the characters from his five decade career, including the rockstar alien Ziggy Stardust, and the hollow, classy Thin White Duke.

archives, Bowie did not want anything to do with the production of
the exhibit and left it up to Broackes and Marsh to construct it.
“I’ve never spoken with David,
[and] I’ve never met him, which is
kind of curious,” Marsh said. “But
you realize when you get to see how
David works, he controls every aspect of what he does, whether it’s
recording, composing, designing
clothes … so I think he realized that
if he did the exhibition, it was going
to be [about] him, and he wanted
somebody else to do it.”
Marsh also said this exhibit is
one of a kind, not only because it is
the first international retrospective on Bowie, but also because
most musicians of Bowie’s stature have not maintained such an
amazing collection as he has. Bowie is a notoriously private person,
and Marsh said keeping the collection has allowed him to curate
his image.
“Most music stars don’t have
collections,” Marsh said. “It’s not
very rock ‘n’ roll collecting stuff. So
many bands have broken up, people
got divorced or their managers run
off with everything or the warehouse burned down, so there’s very
few people who have collections,
and only a handful have anything
on this scale.”
Michael Darling, chief curator at
the MCA, said the museum became
a part of the exhibit’s tour due to

xx SEE BOWIE, PG. 28

Art Institute named top museum by TripAdvisor
GINA SCARPINO
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor

Kaitlin Hetterscheidt THE CHRONICLE
The Art Institute of Chicago was ranked the No. 1 museum in the world by TripAdvisor, which is based on traveler reviews and opinions posted on TripAdvisor throughout
the year. The museum is known for its extensive collection and the excellent experiences it provides its guests.

ON SEPT. 16, the Art Institute of Chicago was named the No. 1 museum
in the world by popular travel site
TripAdvisor as part of its annual
Traveler’s Choice Awards.
Kevin Carter, senior public relations manager at TripAdvisor, said
the Traveler’s Choice Awards are
determined by a detailed analysis
that is done based on reviews posted on the website.
“Traveler’s Choice winners are
based on millions of valuable reviews and opinions on TripAdvisor
from travelers around the world,”
Carter said. “Currently, TripAdvisor has more than 170 million
reviews and opinions on the site.
It’s a tremendous scale of content
that informs our Traveler’s Choice
Awards [every year].”
TripAdvisor has an extensive
program for the Traveler’s Choice

Awards, including lists for hotels,
restaurants and attractions, Carter said. This is the second annual awards for the attractions list,
which includes museums like the
Art Institute.
Zoë Ryan, the Institute’s chair and
curator of Architecture and Design,
said the museum’s collection makes it
special. The museum is known for its
impressionist collection, but also has
galleries that feature modern, contemporary, Greek and other types of
art. The museum also displays works
from lesser-known, emerging artists,
Ryan said.
“We have a project space for
architecture and design, which
shows works by young designers
and thinkers,” Ryan said. “We’re
really trying to identify who is doing really important work now.”
Tim Cozzens, the interim chair
of the Art + Design Department,

xx SEE MUSEUM, PG. 28
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BREAKING: Your couch may be ruining
your fashion game and your dating life
The major question here is why
sweats, leggings and couch dating
are so appealing to us.
It is simple—sweats and leggings
are comfortable. Pair that with a
cute guy or girl wrapped up in a
blanket and that leads to cuddling.
Cuddling is awesome—it may
be better than having to do your
hair, makeup and find something
to wear for what may turn out to
be an extraordinary or extremely
awkward date out on the town.
Today, everyone is busy multitasking, catching trains and running through the city from classes
to internships and from jobs to the
library. At the end of the day, we
just want to relax because there is
already enough adventure in our
daily lives.
Most of you are probably still
asking what the problem is with
comfortable clothes and comfortable dates, and I found myself
questioning the same thing (just
last week).
After I noticed a frequent
“what are u doing?” text popping
up on my phone around midnight
from the guy I have been seeing, I
realized I fell into the couch-dating
trap, too.

There were no texts or calls
regarding a spontaneous date night
telling me to be ready by a certain
time because those texts went out
the door the night I decided to take
it to the couch.
While the couch dates were
pressure-free, cozy and convenient, they do nothing to rival the
excitement of getting dolled up and
going out with your crush.
Forget the flowers, champagne
and creative date nights. “Let’s just
chill at my place.”
Add that to the devastation you
will experience after trying to fit
into a pair of jeans you have been
avoiding since you bought five pairs
of leggings from H&M. Spandex is
forgiving, denim is not, and now
you have gained 20 pounds and
only have weeks of lazy ensembles
and couch dates to show for it.
ncraig@chroniclemail.com
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HANNAH LINDER
junior fashion studies major
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“I am inspired by what is around
me, and the way we connect
materials together fascinates
me. This piece came about after
seeing all of the nuts and bolts
of the city and looking at how
things work together to create
something amazing.”
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THE COUCH: A perfect place to crash
for a nap between classes, a casual
movie night with your boo ‘thang or
Saturdays spent in your sweats or
leggings catching up on all things
Netflix. But what if I told you the
couch is about to become public
enemy No. 1 when it comes to dating and fashion?
Society has gotten too comfortable and lazy, not only with what
we are wearing, but also in how we
are dating. Leggings have replaced
jeans and movie nights at the crib
have deep-sixed the possibility of
being wined-and-dined.
You may be thinking, “This isn’t
that bad. It’s not like a zombie
apocalypse is taking place where I
would have to get off of the couch—
God forbid—and fight anyone. I’m
on a Netflix binge, so I can watch
the new season of ‘Scandal.’”
But even the most high-maintenance individuals and fashion
lovers are trading strolls through
the park or dinner while dressed
to-the-nines for a couch date
paired with oversized sweats and
leggings. Add a bottle of wine and
you do not need a glamorous date
night—it is already the comfiest
fairy tale ever.

TERRENCE CONNELLY

Freshman public relations major
IF YOU COULD KNIT ANYTHING, WHAT WOULD IT BE?
“A stocking.”
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IMAN PEDEN

Sophomore undeclared major
IF YOU COULD KNIT ANYTHING, WHAT WOULD IT BE?
“An iPad.”

JUSTIN KIDD

Senior marketing communications major
IF YOU COULD KNIT ANYTHING, WHAT WOULD IT BE?
“The ultimate sweater.”

HALEY ROSS

Sophomore fashion studies major
IF YOU COULD KNIT ANYTHING, WHAT WOULD IT BE?
“A tree.”
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Chicago tips its hat to
Dr. Seuss gallery
Assistant Campus Editor
FOR THE 75TH anniversary of Dr. Seuss’ short story “The 500 Hats of
Bartholomew Cubbins,” the Art of
Dr. Seuss Gallery at Water Tower Place, 835 N. Michigan Ave., is
hosting the “Hats Off to Dr. Seuss!”
exhibit displaying Theodor Seuss
Geisel’s personal hat collection
from Sept. 19–Oct. 12.
The gallery, which displays some
of Dr. Seuss’ watercolors, sculptures, prints and drawings, is currently showcasing the traveling
edition of a trunk of his hats. The
entire collection is housed at the
Geisel residence in San Diego, California, with his widow.
Bill Dreyer, the director and curator of the Art of Dr. Seuss collection, began assembling the art collection prior to the addition of the
hat collection in 1997.
“I was at the first exhibition of
Dr. Seuss’ art in New York City, and
I just happened to be in the right
place at the right time,” Dreyer said.
“I was blown away at the body of
work that Seuss created at night for
his own personal enjoyment.”
Dreyer said he was introduced to
the hats after getting to know Seuss’
widow, Audrey. The hats were in
hidden rooms in the family’s James
Bond-esque library, Dreyer said.
“What we’re doing at this point is
bringing out the two secrets Dr. Seuss kept during his lifetime,” Dreyer said. “One [secret] is his art and
the other is the hat collection that
only his family and close friends
knew about.”
Dreyer asked Geisel if he could
bring the hats out to the public in
honor of the 75th anniversary of her
late husband’s second book, and after she said yes, the exhibit was set
into motion.
“The guiding factor [to decide which hats were going to be
displayed] was the artwork that
seemed to be inspired by certain
hats in Dr. Seuss’ collection,” Dreyer said. “When you look at all the
hats in the collection, you’ll find
that specific hats correlate to either
books or characters or artwork that
he created.”
Michael Hays, an adjunct professor in the Art + Design Department,
said Seuss was an inspiring character for him and his work.
“He’s done so much [in his life]
that it’s kind of mind-boggling,”
Hays said. “How he manages to
do it—the way he writes and illustrates—is really impressive.”
Hays pointed out how Seuss’
most well-known books deal with
serious social and political issues.
He said this is what he liked most
about Seuss’ work.
“His artwork is so weird in some
ways, yet he managed to combine
really strange looking characters in
a style that was so charming, they’re
not off-putting at all,” Hays said.
Nina Gregor, a junior creative
writing major, also said she was
inspired by the poetic meaning in
Seuss’ art and writing.
“I think he’s inspired a lot of
people with poetry and the way he

put deeper themes in his child-like
writing,” Gregor said. “I’m [going
to school to become] a graphic novelist, so looking at how he portrays
his writing through art is something that’s awesome to me.”
As far as the exhibit at the Art of
Dr. Seuss gallery at Water Tower
Place, Gregor said she has not yet
visited the collection but she would
like to. She said she thinks the hats
are a good addition to the gallery.
“I think [the hats] would open
a window to his personal life, and
that’s probably never been done before, and it may reveal where his inspiration came from,” Gregor said.
cdegen@chroniclemail.com
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The Art of Dr. Seuss Gallery at Water Tower Place, 835 N. Michigan Ave., is open until Oct. 12, before it moves to Atlas Galleries, 900 N. Michigan Ave., opening Oct. 24.

ok, so my subs really aren't gourmet and
we're not french either. my subs just taste
a little better, that's all! I wanted to
call it jimmy john's tasty sandwiches, but
my mom told me to stick with gourmet.
Regardless of what she thinks, freaky fast
is where it's at. I hope you love 'em as much
as i do! peace!

Established in Charleston, IL
in 1983 to add to students GPA
and general dating ability.

8" SUB SANDWICHES

GIANT club sandwiches

All of my sandwiches are 8 inches of homemade
French bread, fresh veggies and the finest meats &
cheese I can buy! We slice everything fresh daily in this
store! It tastes better that way!

#1

PEPE®

#2 BIG JOHN®

Medium rare choice roast beef, mayo,
lettuce & tomato.

#3 TOTALLY TUNA®

slim
cdegen@chroniclemail.com
slim
slim
slim
slim
slim

Fresh housemade tuna, mixed with celery, onions,
and our tasty sauce, sliced cucumber, lettuce & tomato.
(My tuna rocks! Sprouts* optional)

#4 TURKEY

SLIMS™
Any Sub minus the veggies and sauce

Real wood smoked ham and provolone cheese,
lettuce, tomato & mayo. (The original)

TOM®

Fresh sliced turkey breast, lettuce, tomato & mayo.
The original (Sprouts* optional)

#5 VITO®

1
2
3
4
5
6

#6 THE VEGGIE

Layers of provolone cheese separated by real avocado
spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato & mayo. (Truly a
gourmet sub not for vegetarians only, Sprouts* optional)

J.J.B.L.T.®

Bacon, lettuce, tomato & mayo!
(My B.L.T. rocks)

★ sides ★

Low Carb Lettuce Wrap
®

JJ UNWICH

Same ingredients and price of the
sub or club without the bread.

U N C H ES ★
★ BOX LPLATTERS ★
★ PARTYTY SU BS ★
★ PAR
OTICE,
UR N WHAT
ER 24 HO
WE PREF CALL , WE’LL DOPEN!
AP
OU
BUT IF YN TO MAKE IT H
WE CA
DELIVERY ORDERS will include a
delivery charge per item.

★ Chocolate chip or oatmeal raisin cookie
★ Extra load of meat
★ Extra cheese or extra avocado spread

ORDER ONLINE @ JIMMYJOHNS.COM

freebies (subs & clubs only)
Onion, lettuce, tomato, mayo, sliced cucumber,
hot peppers, Dijon mustard, yellow mustard,
oil & vinegar, oregano, sprouts*.

#7 SMOKED HAM CLUB
#8 BILLY CLUB

#9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUB

#10 HUNTER’S CLUB®

A full 1/4 pound of medium rare roast beef,
provolone, lettuce, tomato & mayo.

#11 COUNTRY CLUB®

Sliced turkey breast, real wood smoked ham,
provolone, and tons of lettuce, tomato & mayo!
(A very traditional, yet always exceptional classic!)

★ Soda Pop
★ Real potato chips or jumbo kosher dill pickle

My club sandwiches have twice the meat or cheese, try it
on my fresh baked thick sliced 7-grain bread or my famous
homemade French bread! Tell us when you order!

1/4 pound of real wood smoked ham,
Carolina Sanchez THE CHRONICLE
provolone
cheese,
lettuce,
tomato
& mayo!
Ham & cheese
The Art of Dr. Seuss Gallery opened
on Sept.
19 with
a public
reception
at Water Tower Place, 835 N. Michigan
Roast beef
®
Tuna salad
Choice roast beef, smoked ham, provolone cheese,
Turkey breast
Dijon mustard, lettuce, tomato & mayo.
Salami, capicola, cheese
®
Double provolone
Genoa salami, Italian capicola, smoked ham,
and provolone cheese all topped with lettuce, tomato,
onion, mayo & our homemade Italian vinaigrette.
(Order it with hot peppers)

The original Italian sub with genoa salami, provolone,
capicola, onion, lettuce, tomato, & a real tasty Italian
vinaigrette. (Hot peppers by request)

TW YM
NL J
// NSF
¹8 Q

CARISSA DEGEN

Sprouts*
optional
Fresh baked turkey breast, provolone cheese, avocado
spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato and mayo!

#12 BEACH CLUB®

#13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB®
Double provolone, real avocado spread, sliced
cucumber, lettuce, tomato & mayo. (Try it on my
7-grain whole wheat bread. This veggie sandwich
is really yummy! Sprouts* optional)

#14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB®

Roast beef, turkey breast, lettuce, tomato & mayo.
An American classic!

#15 CLUB TUNA®

THE J.J.
GARGANTUAN®
The original gutbuhstuh! Genoa
salami, sliced smoked ham, capicola,
roast beef, turkey & provolone,
jammed into one of our homemade
French buns, then smothered with
onions, mayo, lettuce, tomato & our
homemade Italian vinaigrette.

The same as our #3 Totally Tuna except this one
has a lot more. Housemade tuna salad, provolone,
sliced cucumber, lettuce & tomato. (Sprouts* optional)

#16 CLUB LULU®

Sliced turkey breast, bacon, lettuce, tomato
& mayo. (JJ's original turkey & bacon club)

#17 ULTIMATE PORKER™
Real wood smoked ham and bacon with lettuce,
tomato & mayo! (This one rocks!)

WE DELIVER! 7 DAYS A WEEK
TO FIND THE LOCATION NEAREST YOU VISIT JIMMYJOHNS.COM

"YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN'S!" ®
*WARNING: THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH ADVISES THAT EATING RAW OR UNDER-COOKED SPROUTS POSES A HEALTH RISK TO EVERYONE, BUT ESPECIALLY TO THE ELDERLY, CHILDREN, PREGNANT WOMEN, AND PERSONS WITH WEAKENED
IMMUNE SYSTEMS. THE CONSUMPTION OF RAW SPROUTS MAY RESULT IN AN INCREASED RISK OF FOODBORNE ILLNESS. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT YOUR PHYSICIAN OR LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.
©1985, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2007, 2008, 2013, 2014 JIMMY JOHN’S FRANCHISE, LLC ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. We Reserve The Right To Make Any Menu Changes.
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Back to basics

Stephen Colbert’s college friends reminisce about the comic’s early days as an improviser.

Written by Matt McCall
Designed by Alexander Aghayere

W

hen CBS tweeted, “Stephen Colbert to be next host of ‘The Late Show’” in April, it
was a bittersweet moment for fans.
The wry comedic powerhouse will shift to CBS from his long-time home on Comedy Central
in 2015, but something will be lost in the process: Stephen Colbert, the character. The bombastic, conservative pundit who started as a correspondent on “The Daily Show” in 1997 and
hosted the Emmy Award-winning “The Colbert Report” since 2005 will be replaced with the
real Stephen Colbert, a married father of three who lives in Montclair, New Jersey, and is a
1986 Northwestern University graduate.
This is the Colbert his old classmates know: the well-mannered and well-dressed genteel
Southerner from a nice family.
“He was the boy who always knew what blazer to wear,” said Anne Libera, director of the
comedy studies program at Columbia. “He has tremendous great manners, but he has a love
for the dramatic and a love for the grand gesture.”
Libera said she became great friends with Colbert when the two met at Northwestern in
1984. They became roommates in 1986. A junior transfer student from Hampton-Sydney
College in Virginia, he was placed in a sophomore-level acting class with a number of Libera’s
friends.
Initially a philosophy major, Colbert aspired to be a dramatic actor and did not discover
sketch comedy until a year later. Libera said the first time she saw him perform, he was delivering a dramatic monologue as Aragorn II Elessar, a character from J.R.R. Tolkien’s “Lord of
the Rings” series.
“I remember thinking that he was good but that he was also very controlled and uptight,”
Libera said. “Then the second time [I saw him] I was going to a party he was giving for his thengirlfriend Ayun Halliday, and [I] was blown away. He did a whole Winnie-the-Pooh present thing
including a giant balloon that filled up an entire room.”
Chris Pfaff said he introduced Colbert to Chicago’s sketch comedy and improv
scene. Pfaff founded the Northwestern improv troupe, the “No Fun Mud Piranhas,”
in 1985 and was a classmate who also worked with Colbert in the university
library. Pfaff, now CEO of the technology media consulting firm Chris Pfaff Tech Media, also lives in
Montclair and occasionally runs into Colbert.
P f a f f s a i d h e g r ew u p w at c h i n g
Second City TV and, like many college students in Chicago, was interested in getting involved in the
improv scene.
Pfaff said the scene was undergoing change in 1985 at Second
City and iO [ImprovOlympic],
which had no theater of its own
at the time. Founded by comedy luminaries Charna Halpern
and Del Close in 1981, iO helped
popularize Close’s long-form,
narrative improvisational
method—the Harold.
In 1 994, the pair c oauthored “Truth In Comedy,” a
book that remains the definitive text on improvisational
comedy. Comics such as
Colbert, Tina Fey, Chris Farley,
Cecily Strong, Mike Myers and
fellow late-night television host
Seth Meyers cut their teeth
at the theater, which left its
long-time Wrigleyville location
in July for a theater in
Lincoln Park, at 1501 N.
Kingsbury St.
“Del liked me enough,
and C harna’s real
interest as a rather
tireless promoter was
to grow the business
20 • September 29, 2014

through college competition,” Pfaff said. “I
said to [Colbert] one day, ‘I’ve been doing this
improv stuff down at [iO]. I’m putting together
a Northwestern [team], and I think you’d be
perfect, so why don’t you come on down and
see a show?’ It pretty much blew his mind.”
With Halliday’s help, Colbert and Pfaff
slowly assembled a team of Northwestern
theatre majors, including David Schwimmer
of “Friends” fame. After a few rehearsals, the
team headed to iO. On the first night, the “No
Fun Mud Piranhas” were slaughtered by the
competition, Pfaff said.
“[They said,] ‘Here are these snooty kids
from Evanston, lets throw ‘em to the lions,’”
Pfaff said. “It was a pretty raucous crowd
that was obviously looking for us to fail, and
the theme was ‘tongs’—that’s just brutal.”
Pfaff said Colbert was the only member of
the group who made it out of the first competition with his pride intact.
“We’re going through, and we’re just struggling with the whole situation, [and] of course
Stephen comes out and pretends that there’s
a mic center stage and pretends he’s auditioning for an open mic and clears his voice
and starts singing, ‘Ting, Ting-a-Tong,’ which
brings down the house,” Pfaff said.
By Thanksgiving week of that year, “No
Fun Mud Piranhas” were more prepared to
face off against other teams at the Halperncurated college league competitions in late
November 1985 at CrossCurrents Theatre,
3206 N. Wilton Ave.
“The Chicago Sun-Times, The Chicago
Tribune and even the New York Times did
a piece on us,” Pfaff said. “We destroyed
Yale [University] on the Tuesday night and
then played [University of Chicago]. We got
this incredible coverage and, yeah, it was a
big deal.”
Pfaff left the “No Fun Mud Piranhas”
in 1986 to work on the “Mee-Ow Show,”
Northwestern’s short-form improv and sketch
comedy group.
Colbert’s college girlfriend and fellow
Piranha, Halliday said she remembers basking
in the glory of the media attention. Halliday
now lives in New York City and writes and illustrates her own zine, The East Village Inky.
“All of us ‘No Fun Mud Piranhas’ were interviewed by a reporter for a new, extremely
small circulation magazine in the lobby of
Northwestern’s Theatre and Interpretation
Center complex’s dance wing,” Halliday said
in an email. “I was pretty sure we were big
shots, and I wanted to project an air of unselfconscious nonchalance, so mid-interview, I
very deliberately took my barrettes out and
started rearranging my hair. Stephen totally
busted me on it. I denied it, of course, but he
was right.”
That same year, Marc Goldstein, now
a writer and actor based in Los Angeles,
joined the “No Fun Mud Piranhas.” Goldstein
said he remembers admiring Colbert’s skill
as a performer.
“He was very smart and mature very
early on,” Goldstein said. “He just had a nice
wit about him, and was someone you kind
of looked up to and aspired to be at a very
early age. I don’t suppose you know anybody’s
going to explode that early in time, but you’re
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[already] written, the end of the scene was written, [and]
the middle was improvised. It was Stephen improvising
off the news.”
Razowsky said that he performed with Colbert in stage
shows “Take Me Out To The Balkans,” “Where’s Your God
Now, Charlie Brown?” and “Are You Now or Have You Ever
Been Mellow?” at Second City.
Razowsky even locked lips with Stephen in the classic
Second City scene “Maya,” from “Are You Or Have You
Ever Been Mellow?” Razowsky, Colbert and Carell performed the scene at Second City’s 50th anniversary celebration in 2009.
The scene featured Colbert returning to his hometown
with his friend, played by Carell,
“The then-leader of the Contras, Adolfo Calero was invited to where he was inexplicably seen
speak at Northwestern.... It was April of ‘85 and I, as a very dutiful by the townspeople as an elderly
left-wing protester, was right there in like the third row. It was a black woman. In the skit, Razowsky
very heated Saturday night thing, and I remember walking into the played Colbert’s former lover.
protest, well what became a protest, and I saw Colbert ... He was do- “It’s one of the greatest scenes
ing a little dance and singing ‘Managua, Nicaragua—.’ [It was] totally out of context, and I was like, ‘Is he really doing that?’ The whole that I’ve ever been a part of,”
Razowsky said. “It’s beautiful. It’s a
thing ended with somebody throwing fake blood on Calero.”
simple idea, but it says so much
about our country, it says so much
about
religion
and
community.”
—Chris Pfaff
w i t h C o l b e r t at
Razowsky said he was heartbroken when Colbert left
a theater c omSecond
City in 1995 to join the shows “Exit 57” and “The
pany they put together called the
Dana
Carvey
Show.”
Journeyman Theatre Ensemble from 1986–1988. With famed
“When he left and I had to kiss an understudy, I was
Second City writer and performer Mary Siewart-Scruggs, who
like,
‘What the f--k, dude?’” Razowsky said. “Who the f--k
died in 2011, the group wrote and performed several plays,
am
I
going to kiss? And the guy wasn’t a good kisser. It’s
including “Rumpelstiltskin v. the Queen,” which toured the greater
interesting that when someone leaves, a lot of people go,
Chicagoland area.
‘Oh well, we’re going to miss doing that scene.’ But what I
Libera and Colbert lived in a large house just off the Northwestern
really missed was kissing him because it was a good kiss.”
campus in Evanston, Illinois, while they were in the Journeyman
Razowsky said he also remembers Colbert as sensitive,
Theatre Ensemble. Colbert nicknamed the house “Din,” after
intelligent and willing to speak his mind. When the two were
the circle of hell in which the heretics burned in Dante’s Inferno.
at Second City together, Razowsky had recently gotten
Libera jokingly said the house bordered on a commune, with anyengaged. Before the show, Colbert spotted him flirting
where between five and nine people residing there depending on
with the woman working at the box office. He approached
the month.
Razowsky backstage before their
“That year [or] two finishing college is where your friends are
scene together.
your family and you have great plans for the future of the planet,”
Libera said. “[You have] those late
nights where you question the nature
“Stephen and I decided we were going to get a Christmas tree for our
of existence. I remember Stephen first Christmas, where we were all going to be there. But the Christmas
going, ‘Okay, we have to stop now. tree that we got was too big for the stand that we had, so we chopped
We’re going to agree that we are, all the bark off the end. [We] then realized that’s how trees get their waeverything is and we are not a dream ter. So Stephen came up with the idea of creating a wick with a limp
towel to bring the water from the pan into the bark of the tree, for which
in the mind of an alien on a mining
[we gave him] the Albert Einstein memorial award.”
planet.’ That’s where you allow yourself to take an idea [as far as] possible.
—Anne Libera
That’s part of the fun of being 21.”
During that time, Libera said she
“Before the scene started in the blackout, Stephen
saw the beginnings of the Colbert persona that fans have
came
up to me and said, ‘I saw you flirting with the box
since come to know and love, which sprung from an impersonoffice
manager. You recently just got engaged, didn’t
ation of NPR commentator and “All Things Considered” host
Noah Adams.
“The joke was that Noah Adams was the world’s most cred“I can’t believe [Colbert] is who he is and having had the tragedy in
ulous interviewer, that anything you ever
his
life that he’s had. His father and at least a brother were killed in a
told Noah Adams, he would respond with,
plane crash…. He never gave up hope, he never gave up focus, he
‘Really?’’’ Libera said. “There would be some
never gave up passion, he never gave up being empathetic, he never
long Stephen one-man rant scene that he
gave up being political and he never gave up having a point of view.”
would do where he would have these people describing how they found this picture
—David Razowsky
of Jesus on the side of a silo. Then he’d be
you?’” Razowsky said. “I said, ‘Yeah,’ and he said, ‘Don’t do
interviewing people and he’s like, ‘Really?’”
that.’ At first you go, ‘Who the f--k are you to—’ and then
For the last nine years, he has done pretty
you go, ‘Yeah, you know what? Don’t do that.’ For me, it
much the same thing by poking fun at the
was a great example of what a lovely man he was. It was
antics of cable news anchors such as Bill
just such a groovy thing to say, and I really loved it. And
O’Reilly and Sean Hannity.
he was right.”
By 1993, Colbert was performing regularly
This affords a glimpse of the private Colbert that interat Second City, 1616 N. Wells St., with comeviewers have noted—a guy who goes to church every week
dians Amy Sedaris and Paul Dinello (both of
and doesn’t let his kids watch him on TV.
whom were in the improv group “Upright Citizens Brigade” and
Despite his talent and an accomplished career that
starred in “Strangers With Candy” with Colbert), Steve Carell and
eventually
led him to the cushy spot on “Late Night,”
David Razowsky.
Colbert’s Chicago friends remember him most for who he
A respected Los Angeles-based actor and improviser, Razowsky
was rather than what he has done. As to who he will be
is the former artistic director of The Second City Los Angeles and
behind his new desk at CBS, if he’s anything like himself,
also hosts the podcast A.D.D. Comedy. Razowsky said Second
people will like him, Halliday said.
City allowed Colbert to develop his political humor, which came
“I am sure viewers will take to the real Stephen,” Halliday
from Colbert’s fascination with current events.
said.
“Behind the mask, he’s a prince of a guy.”
“Stephen would be able to riff on the topics of the day,”
Razowsky said. “He and Scott Allman and Jackie Hoffman would
get together and say, ‘Here’s some New York Times articles that
MMCCALL@CHRONICLEMAIL.COM
we’re going to go through today.’ The beginning of the scene was
young, and you’re naive like that. You could always sort of tell that
there was something interesting and special about him.”
Trey Nichols, another Piranha, said he remembers Colbert as
a smart and generous person. Colbert helped him out one night
when he had forgotten his wallet and could not get into a campus
bar.
“This is one of those situations where they stamped your hand
when you go in,” Nichols said. “He licked the back of his hand,
pressed it against my hand so I would have that little ink mark,
the stamp. I thought that was a real generous and unusual thing,
and that’s all Stephen. Very quick to think, very resourceful and
very generous.”
Libera was never part of “No Fun Mud Piranhas,” but worked
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Nick Thune shows Midwest love
SPENCER HALL
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor
NICK THUNE IS a comedian from Seattle, Washington, where he was
“born young” and “spent his early
years growing up,” as he says. Since
moving to Los Angeles a decade ago,
34-year-old Thune quickly made a
name for himself as one of the top
comedians in the thriving alternative comedy scene.
Since Sept. 27, the comedian
has been taking his material on the
road, with his “Midwest: Heartland
Tour,” in which he will stop at UP
Comedy Club, 230 W. North Ave.,
performing five sets from Oct. 2–4.
“I just wanted to travel the Midwest and let them know that us people on the coast are thinking about
them,” Thune said. “We know that
the winter’s coming and they’re
having a hard time, and we’re here
for them if they need us. It gets hard
being in 80 degree weather all day,
so for me coming out there really
grounds me a little bit.”
While other standups may have
fallen in love with comedy doing
open-mic nights or performing
on stage, Thune caught the comedy bug through the Distributive

Education Clubs of America organization at his high school.
“I transferred high schools and
didn’t know anybody, and I somehow turned into the manager of
the DECA student store, which
meant that I came early every day
and served bagels every morning,”
Thune said. “I’m actually the guy
that brought bagels to that high
school, so any student that goes
there should thank me for that.”
Thune said he came up with the
idea to run the DECA student store
for class president, posting advertisements and posters around the
hallways during one of the school’s
student government elections.
“After doing that for two weeks
and seeing that people thought it
was funny, I went in and said at
the assembly, when everyone gives
speeches, ‘Let me do a commercial
for the student store,’” Thune said.
“So I did and got a lot of laughs out
of it, which really encouraged me to
get out there and explore these creative ideas and advertisements.”
That type of atypical path to comedy is evident in Thune’s standup
routine, in which he incorporates
witty one-liners with an original
folk guitar “musical score.”

A picture of my breakfast puts
butts in seats. ”
– Nick Thune

“When I started performing
with my guitar, I found that I could
tell my jokes in a sort of pieced-together monologue,” Thune said.
“I thought that it would be interesting to take that angle and add a
score to my monologue. That’s why
I liked doing my comedy like that. I
thought it kind of added a new element to it that I just really enjoyed.”
Although music-based comedy
has not always gotten respect from
older comedians, Thune said he is
not affected by the lack of recognition from the elder standups.
“I feel like it’s not their business,”
Thune said. “But if there are certain
comedians out there with a chip on
their shoulder and they want to get
mad at someone for playing guitar,
then it’s their problem. I guess it’s
not the truest form of standup comedy, just like, ‘It’s just a man and a
mic, dude; it’s just me up here, bro,’
but who cares?”
Thune said he tries to focus just
on his comedy and tries not to let
other people’s opinions get in the
way of his work.
“I stopped looking for respect
from anybody in comedy,” Thune
said. “I think that looking for it just
means that you’re just not worthy
of respect if that’s what you’re going
out there for. All of the jokes that I
tell work with or without the guitar. Sometimes I’ll do it with and
sometimes without, but that’s just
because that’s the way I wanted to
do it.”

Courtesy CATHY TAYLOR PUBLIC RELATIONS, INC.
Standup comedian Nick Thune will take his comedy on the road with the “Midwest: Heartland Tour” in October.

Through social networking sites
like Instagram and Twitter, Thune
is able to interact with fans in a
way that he thinks is important for
many young comedians. In particular, he can interact with fans who
may not have known he was performing in their town, he said.
“I’ll be promoting [a show] for
months, but my Instagram is what
got their attention,” Thune said.
“To me that’s hilarious and amazing at the same time. A picture of
my breakfast puts butts in seats.”
Thune, who welcomed a son with
his wife Suzanne earlier this year,
said his son has given him a new

INVITE YOU TO AN
ADVANCE SCREENING

for your chance to win a pass for two to the
advance screening on Thursday, October 2.
Each pass admits two. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Employees of all promotional partners and their agencies are not eligible. One pass per
person. Screening passes valid strictly for Columbia College Chicago students, staff, and faculty only and are distributed at the discretion of
the promotional partner. Those that have received a screening pass or promotional prize within the last 90 days are not eligible. “Gone Girl” has
been rated R by the Motion Picture Association of America for a scene of bloody violence, some strong sexual content/nudity, and language.
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for your chance to win a pass for two to the special advance
screening on Tuesday, October 7.
Each pass admits two. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Employees of all promotional partners and their agencies are not eligible. One pass
per person. Screening passes valid strictly for Columbia College Chicago students, staff, and faculty only and are distributed at the discretion
of the promotional partner. Those that have received a screening pass or promotional prize within the last 90 days are not eligible.
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perspective on comedy and life in
general, which has also influenced
his upcoming standup routine.
“I’m working on a new hour and
doing new material,” Thune said.
“It’s going to be an introspective
piece on my life as a father. My son
has influenced every aspect of my
entire life. It really made me care
about everything more too. It just
made me a better person. I think it’s
just making my comedy better.”
Thune will perform at UP Comedy Club in Oct. 2–4. Tickets are on
sale for $20 at UPComedyClub.com.

LH
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Independent record label making history
with first electronic visual album
“The visual album/LP was the
“In the end, [we were a lot happerfect
next
step
after
Zaena
and
pier]
because we were able to do
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor
[Sizer] released their introductory everything exactly how we wanted
JASON SIZER AND Zaena Cherif, EPs in March,” Lee said in an email. and place everything exactly where
electronic artists with the Chica- “We needed something with fire we wanted,” Cherif said. “[We were
go-based independent record label power to push the label and them as able to] redo any little part that we
Maek, are gearing up for the Oct. 6 artists to the next level.”
were not 100 percent happy with, so
release of their collaborative visual
Lee said the album will raise vis- it turned out much better than if we
album, Maek Pandamonium.
ibility both for the artists and the had recorded somewhere else.”
Visual albums are out of reach label as it grows.
Instead of an overarching story
for most independent record labels
“[Maek Pandamonium] shows line within the videos, each is abbecause of the amount of time and that independent labels and art- stract and tells a different story,
budget it takes to create one, Sizer ists can do things on the same lev- Sizer said.
said. The most notable visual mu- el as major labels and mainstream
“Every video is different, but
sic album, on which every song is acts,” Lee said. “It’s representa- they tie together with different
accompanied by a video, is Beyon- tive of Chicago and its place in the media clips from television,” Sizer
cè’s self-titled album released in music industry.”
said. “The abstract storyline is how
December 2013. Maek PandamoSizer and Cherif began collabo- television and pop culture is this
nium is the first electronic visual rating on Maek Pandamonium after huge influence.”
album of its kind and the first to be they both released their first indiMore than 40 colleges across
created by an independent label, vidual EPs.
the world will be hosting visual
according to Sizer, who performs
“I didn’t want to do a full LP, and album viewing parties to honor
under his pseudonym, Jason Maek. I don’t think Zaena wanted to ei- the release of Maek Pandamonium.
Sizer, founder of Maek, launched ther,” Sizer said. “I don’t think it Harvard University and Lincoln
the label officially in September was something we were ready for University in New Zealand are two
2013. All music released by the in relation to the scope of [further- among the many that will particilabel is free.
ing our careers]. But we knew if pate in celebrating the album release,
“Beyoncè and Coldplay’s re- we came together, we could make Sizer said.
leases are the last few visual al- something really awesome and
Both Sizer and Cherif said they
bums that came out [recently], really different.”
want their fans to enjoy the aland those had seven-figure budSizer and Cherif gutted Sizer’s bum and for people to recognize
gets,” Sizer said. “We had to figure apartment and turned it into a re- the intersection of its musical and
a way to do a visual album within cording studio with equipment visual aspects.
our [budget] constraints and our from Guitar Center, a music store, A Columbia Maek Pandamonium viewtime frame.”
and a vocal booth made from a tent. ing party will be thrown on Oct. 6 in the
Tiffany Lee, vice president of The recording process for the al- Conaway Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave.,
Maek, said this album was a crucial bum took the duo a total of 10 days, Room 504. Doors will open at 6:30 P.M.
step for the musicians’ success, Sizer said. They then shot the vidproviding exposure for them.
eos, which took
15 days, heDOLOR
said.
gscarpino@chroniclemail.com
LOREM
IPSUM
SIT
AMET
GINA SCARPINO

Kelly Wenzel THE CHRONICLE
Zaena Cherif and Jason Sizer will drop the first–ever electronic music visual album released by an independent
label on Oct. 6. Viewing parties will be held at colleges around the world to honor the release.

Courtesy JAM CABAHUG

INVITE YOU AND A GUEST TO
AN ADVANCE SCREENING OF

Stop by the offices of the Columbia Chronicle
located at 33 East Congress, Suite 224, Chicago, IL 60605

for your chance to win a pass for two to the special
advance screening on Monday, October 6.

CONSECTETUR ADIPISCING ELIT.

SPECIAL ADVANCE
SCREENING
MONTHSCREENING
DATE 7:30 P.M.
PLEASE
VISITSEPTEMBER
WWW.GOFOBO.COM/RSVP
TUESDAY,
30 - 8:00PM
AND ENTER THE CODE LOREMIPSUM
STOP
BY THE COLUMBIA
CHRONICLE OFFICES
TO
DOWNLOAD
YOUR COMPLIMENTARY
PASSES!
33 EAST CONGRESS, SUITE 224, CHICAGO, IL 60605
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Liam Neeson’s ‘Tombstones’ not a walk to remember
JOSH WEITZEL
Film Critic
AFTER ACTOR LIAM Neeson’s for-

mulaic performances in critically
panned, but financially successful action flicks such as “Taken”
and “Non-Stop,” his new role in “A
Walk Among the Tombstones” is a
welcome change of pace. Instead
of punching and shooting his way
to the finish line, he plays a somber
private eye. Unfortunately, his performance is not strong enough to
save the lackluster story.
The film is adapted from a series of crime novels written by
Lawrence Block based on Neeson’s character, Matthew Scudder.
Writer and director Scott Frank,
who wrote the screenplay for “Get
Shorty” and “Minority Report,”
adapted the novels for the screen.
The film is set in New York City
in 1999. Neeson plays the protagonist Scudder, a disgraced, alcoholic
ex-cop who now works as an unlicensed private detective. Drug trafficker Kenny Kristo (Dan Stevens)
hires Scudder to find his wife’s killers after a botched kidnapping and
ransom fiasco. Scudder teams up
with a young homeless boy named
TJ (Brian “Astro” Bradley), whom
he takes under his wing to solve the
mystery. Scudder runs around the
city, conducting routine detective
work, questioning witnesses, following suspects and researching
the kidnappings.

The mystery itself is rather
straightforward and not very suspenseful as the villains conveniently fall right into Scudder’s lap as the
film rushes to the climax.
Some of the violence is rather
gratuitous. The villains, a pair of
killers and rapists, commit horrific
acts that overshadow some of the
plot. The pair is revealed as guilty

early on, and watching them commit these crimes is unbearable. The
film offers glimpses into the lives
of the men, their crimes and the
implications of serious mental illness. They are not the only villains,
though. When Scudder tracks and
interrogates a third suspect and
realizes he is guilty, the suspect
promptly walks off of the rooftop

FANCY A FREE WAX?

IMDb

on which he is standing. It is a surprising moment that delivers on
thrills promised in the film’s trailer,
but the construction of the overall
scene in the actual film leaves much
to be desired.
Thankfully, Neeson’s character
manages to keep the film captivating. He is a deeply flawed character
with a dark past. It is nice to see

Neeson take on something other
than a mindless action film, even
if the final act results in brutal violence. The action scenes are not
hard-hitting, but strong editing
keeps it entertaining.
Another nice surprise is the addition of TJ. He is an intriguing
and tenacious character who helps
emotionally develop Scudder. The
budding father-son relationship
is one of the most entertaining aspects of the film.
Although the film isn’t technically brilliant, the cinematography is
immersive. Symmetrical framing
and an interesting mixture of highand low-contrast lighting give the
film a unique look. The city itself
looks exquisite, not least because
the film was shot on location in New
York. The opening credit sequence
is hugely impressive, using elegant
camera work and editing to create
an intimate scene that sets the tone
for the film. The look and feel of the
film’s imagery draws from 1970s
noir classics such as “Dirty Harry”
or “The Long Goodbye.”
While “A Walk Among the Tombstones” attempts to distinguish itself with stylish visuals and a grim
villain, it relies on too many traditional tropes to set itself apart from
the rest of the pack. The performances and camerawork are highlights, but lackluster storytelling
leaves the film a mixed bag.
jweitzel@chroniclemail.com
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ON SALE FRIDAY 9/12 @ Noon

THURSDAY OCTOBER 2 / 7PM / ALL AGES
1833 PRESENTS B4.DA.$$ NORTH AMERICAN TOUR

JOEY BADA$$

FRIDAY OCTOBER 3 / 10PM / 18+

HERCULES & LOVE
AFFAIR
NICK MONACO / THE BLACK MADONNA

SATURDAY OCTOBER 25 / 3:30PM / 18+

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 14 / 9PM / 18+

THE METHADONES / MASKED INTRUDER / ENEMY
YOU / THE SIDEKICKS / TEENAGE BOTTLEROCKET
BRENDAN KELLY AND THE WANDERING BIRDS
THE HOLY MESS / DIRECT HIT! / ELWAY
THE BROKEDOWNS / REAGANOMICS

BROTHERHOOD PLUS AN OPENING SET OF
JOY DIVISION MATERIAL

RED SCARE 10TH
ANNIVERSARY
THE FALCON / THE LILLINGTONS

SATURDAY OCTOBER 4 / 8PM / ALL AGES

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 29 / 6:30PM / ALL AGES

TOVE
LO
LINUS YOUNG

AMERICAN
AUTHORS
THE MOWGLIS / OH HONEY

VH1 YOU OUGHTA KNOW PRESENTS

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 8 / 7:30PM / ALL AGES
93XRT WELCOMES

LUCIUS
LAPLAND
FRIDAY OCTOBER 10 / 9PM / 18+
93XRT WELCOMES

THE
AFGHAN WHIGS
JOSEPH ARTHUR / DJ SET BY LOU’S LOUNGE

2014 HONDA CIVIC TOUR PRESENTS

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 5 / 8:30PM / 18+

HOT
WATER MUSIC
DAVE HAUSE / THE FLATLINERS

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 7 / 7:30PM / ALL AGES

THE
WILD FEATHERS
APACHE RELAY / DESERT NOISES
MONDAY NOVEMBER 10 / 9PM / 18+

ST.
LUCIA
VACATIONER

PETER HOOK AND
THE
LIGHT
PERFORMING NEW ORDER’S LOW-LIFE AND
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 15 / 7PM / ALL AGES
1833 WELCOMES

WATSKY
KYLE / ANDERSON.PAAK
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 16 / 8PM / 18+

ANTEMASQUE
LE BUTCHERETTES

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 18 / 9PM / 18+

93XRT HOLIDAY CONCERT FOR THE KIDS STARRING

ALEX CLARE

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 21 / 9PM / 18+

DALE EARNHARDT JR. JR.
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 22 / 9PM / 18+

RUN
THE JEWELS
RATKING / DESPOT

11/25 DEATH DTA • 11/26 DEVIN TOWNSEND PROJECT • 11/28 VIC MENSA • 12/6 GAPERS BLOCK HOLIDAY CONCERT • 12/31 BOB MOULD
TICKETS AVAILABLE VIA METRO & SMART BAR WEBSITES + METRO BOX OFFICE. NO SERVICE FEES @ METRO BOX OFFICE!
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Sibling duo brings live show to record stores

something new and get out of our
comfort zone, learn some new guitar licks.” And the opportunity—
what if David Bowie is there? I want
to sound good, you know?

BAXTER BARROWCLIFF
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor
BROTHER-SISTER TWO-PIECE BANDS have

become commonplace in the music
industry, and in some cases the duets have been fake, but White Mystery’s rock ‘n’ roll siblings, Alex and
Francis White, are the real deal, and
the Chicago natives have continued
to take on the industry since their
formation in 2009. Most recently,
they played at the opening of the
“David Bowie Is” exhibit at the Museum of Contemporary Art, 220 E.
Chicago Ave.
White Mystery portrays the perfect image of the punk movement’s
do-it-yourself attitude by performing frequently and releasing their
albums—which it did with its latest release in April 2014, Dubble
Dragon—on their own label, White
Mystery Enterprises.
The Chronicle spoke with Alex
White about White Mystery’s touring, its new album and its recent
performance at the opening of the
“David Bowie Is” exhibit.

THE CHRONICLE: How exactly did
White Mystery form?
ALEX WHITE: I’ve been in many
bands on different record labels
since I was a young teen. That
whole time, though, I was jamming
with my brother Francis and finally
after being in enough projects with
enough different people, I realized
that my ideal bandmate had been
at home that whole time—that’s my
brother. As siblings, we can really
creatively collaborate with each
other. There is a real honesty when
you’re working with family. There’s
no hiding of your shortcomings or
your strengths, and I think that we
are a better band for it.

How does Dubble Dragon differ from
your earlier material?
We recorded the entire album in
two days, back-to-back. We recorded the studio album on Black Friday, the day after Thanksgiving, and
then we recorded the live disc the
following day [at the Double Door,
1572 N. Milwaukee Ave.]. Here was
an opportunity to do a big, beautiful
fold-out album. Here was an opportunity for us to make our epic, Zeppelin-esque kind of thing.

How does playing live shape the
band’s identity?

Courtesy ALEX WHITE
Chicago-based sibling rock duo, Miss Alex White (left) and Francis Scott Key White (right), White Mystery released their fourth album, Dubble Dragon, in April 2014.

How did it feel to be part of an internationally known music festival like
Riot Fest from 2011–2013?
It’s a very cool generation to be a
part of in terms of playing with
Weezer, Iggy Pop and The Stooges.
It’s definitely an honor to connect
with your idols like that. It’s really
something. The thing is, when we
play with younger bands, we take
on the responsibility of being a senior band in some ways. We’re still
in our 20s, but we’ve played almost
1,000 shows in 44 states and 20

countries in the last six years. A big
part of playing something like Riot
Fest is accountability. You’re out
there, you’re performing in front of
thousands of people [and] you want
to represent your city in a way that
you can be proud of in a couple of
years, in a way that your community is happy for your success because you’re bringing everybody up
with you. I definitely take that very
seriously, which is why one day we
could be playing Riot Fest and another day we’re playing DIY, all-ages house parties. As an artist, you

have to remember your community
as you grow because you continue
to get inspiration from that community. It’s very cool to be a part of
something like that.

How did you feel about being asked to
play the opening of the “David Bowie
Is” exhibit at the MCA?
We kind of broke our “no covers”
rule to play this because it is such
an honor to perform at an institution like that. I kind of looked at it
like a new challenge, like, “Let’s do

There are a lot of bands out there
that are studio-focused. We are
as well, but a big part of our identity as White Mystery is being a
live band that is connecting with
audiences on almost a daily basis,
year-round and around the world.
We barely practice because we are
playing. I almost feel that because
of how frequently we play, hopping
into the studio is very easy because
we’re kind of ready to go at a minute’s notice. Sometimes we play
three shows a day, but we’ve been
playing music full-time professionally for several years now. The
lifeblood of being a professional
full-time musician, how do you do
it? You play; you get out there and
play.... We dedicate our lives to that.
It’s not a very casual thing, it is an
absolute dedication.
To find out more about the band
visit: www.whitemysteryband.com.
bbarrowcliff@chroniclemail.com

“Ooooh Baby” Songs with baby in the title
Spencer Hall, Assistant Arts & Culture Editor

Tatiana Walk-Morris, Associate Editor

BABY Devendra Banhart – 2009
BABY Ariel Pink’s Haunted Graffiti – 2012
DON’T WORRY BABY The Beach Boys – 1964
BABY I’M YOURS Arctic Monkeys – 2006
LET MY BABY STAY Mac DeMarco – 2014

ALWAYS BE MY BABY Mariah Carey – 1995
BABY I NEED YOUR LOVING The Four Tops –1964
BABY BOY Beyoncè – 2003
BROOKLYN BABY Lana Del Rey – 2014
BABY WON’T YOU PLEASE COME HOME Miles Davis – 1963

Cassidy Johnson, Graphic Designer
HEY BABY No Doubt – 2001
BABY PLEASE DON’T GO Mike Posner – 2010
BABY LOVE The Supremes– 1964
ICE ICE BABY Vanilla Ice – 1989
BABY I’M YOURS Breakbot feat. Irfane – 2011
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Baxter Barrowcliff, Assistant Arts & Culture Editor
BABY Iggy Pop – 1977
BABY WE’VE GOT A DATE The Wailers – 1973
BE MY BABY The Ronettes – 1963

BANG BANG (MY BABY SHOT ME DOWN) Nancy Sinatra – 1966

THE BABY SCREAMS The Cure – 1985

Kelly Wenzel, Photo Editor

Andrea Cannon, Graphic Designer

BABY I LOVE YOU Aretha Franklin – 1967
SINCE I LOST MY BABY The Temptations – 1965
TOO BUSY THINKING ABOUT MY BABY Marvin Gaye – 1969
BYE, BYE, BABY Frankie Valli – 1965
I’M YOUR BABY TONIGHT Whitney Houston – 1990

BABY The Bird and The Bee – 2009
BABY I DON’T CARE Elvis – 1957
CONEY ISLAND BABY Tom Waits – 2002
BABY GRAND Billy Joel – 1986
BABY Rufus Wainwright – 1998

September 29, 2014 • 27

Arts & Culture

Friday, Oct. 3

TWENTY ONE PILOTS

Gaga ditches the gimmicks
on ‘Cheek to Cheek’
ON SEPT. 23, Lady Gaga and Tony

Bennett released Cheek to Cheek,
an 11-track jazz standards album
that offers a glimpse at Gaga minus
the gimmicks.
Gaga and Bennett’s relationship
extends back to 2011, when Bennett
asked Gaga to sing a duet with him
on a rendition of “The Lady is a
Tramp,” for his album Duets II. He
had heard the pop star perform Nat
King Cole’s “Orange Colored Sky”
and was impressed, according to an
Aug. 19 Rolling Stone report.
At a glance, it may seem that the
pair has little to nothing in common,
but the two New York City Italians
share a love for jazz that many fans
may not have expected from Gaga.
But before she was Lady Gaga,
Stefani Germanotta could be found
sitting at the piano experimenting

with various genres and vocal stylings throughout New York City’s
more modest venues.
Despite a 60-year age difference,
the two vocalists share an amazing
ability to croon the sultry duets
that are just as alluring as the original songs they are covering, which
include Cole Porter’s “Anything
Goes” and Jimmy McHugh and
Dorothy Fields’ “I Can’t Give You
Anything But Love.”
Cheek to Cheek comes nearly
a year after Gaga faced disappointing album sales with her
latest—and most personal—solo
album, ARTPOP.
Although Gaga admitted to feeling extremely discouraged by her
latest album’s flop on Twitter, working with Bennett may be just what
the star need to rejuvenate her passion for the industry.
However, with the album’s release
and widespread appreciation—most
reviews have given it roughly a
B-average or three-star rating—the
question at hand is not about the
unexpected friendship that has
formed between Bennett and Gaga,
but the value of hearing Gaga’s voice
unaffected and without the distortions of auto-tune. Her voice sounds
stunning and natural throughout

Aragon Ballroom
1106 W. Lawrence Ave.
7:30 p.m.
$35.50

Monday, Sept. 29

Cheek to Cheek, and for the first time
in her career, even the biggest haters
now seem to recognize and admire
her raw vocal talent.
Though Gaga has made spectacle
after spectacle of herself and her
music—it seems no one will ever let
go of the meat dress—she might be
better off sticking to more strippeddown and classic performances
like those she has done recently
with Bennett. Gaga has had her fun
with extreme outfits and probably went a good two years without
ever straying from her leotards and
pants-lessness, but it may be time
she embraced her natural musical
talent rather than flaunting her
technical production skills as she
did with ARTPOP.
Bennett and Gaga make the album
a fun, “cheeky” listen while showcasing some serious talent that is
not to be undermined or overlooked.
ksenese@chroniclemail.com

Friday, Oct. 3

MINIATURE TIGERS

BEARTOOTH

Bottom Lounge
1375 W. Lake St.
8 p.m.
$15, 17+

Beat Kitchen
2100 W. Belmont Ave.
6:30 p.m.
$15

Tuesday, Sept. 30

Saturday, Oct. 4

LILY ALLEN

TOVE LO

Riviera Theatre
4746 N. Racine Ave.
7:30 p.m.
$28.50

Metro
3730 N. Clark St.
8 p.m.
$17

Wednesday, Oct. 1

Saturday, Oct. 4

WILD PARTY

RON POPE

Subterranean
2011 W. North Ave.
8:30 p.m.
$10, 17+

House of Blues
329 N. Dearborn St.
6:30 p.m.
$25

Sunday, Oct. 5

Thursday, Oct. 2

ROBERT PLANT

TENNIS

Riviera Theatre
4746 N. Racine Ave.
8 p.m.
$76, 18+

Lincoln Hall
2424 N. Lincoln Ave.
8 p.m.
$15, 21+

Comics from Columbia’s
best and brightest.
Edited by Chris Eliopoulos
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“BLOODY
HILARIOUS!”
-The Toronto Star

xx BOWIE

Continued from PG. 17

its persistent interest in hosting the exhibit
earlier on in its existence, and the museum
became the only American stop on the tour
as a result.
“It was a little bit of ‘the early bird gets
the worm,’” Darling said. “So we got in there
early, started talking seriously from the beginning, always with the idea that we’d be
the first American venue … but once all these
other museums from around the world got
word, we were left holding the bag as the only
American institution.”
David Buckley, an author and long-time
Bowie fan, has written two books on the artist, including a biography titled, “Strange Fascination: David Bowie: The Definitive Story.”
He said he visited the exhibit at the Victoria
and Albert Museum in London and was fascinated by the encompassing collection of
Bowie’s work.
Buckley said Bowie is a crucial influence
on the music world because of how inventive and innovative he was with his art, even
if it was not well-received at the time. Many
critics panned his albums when they were
released, and Bowie was not recognized as an
influential artist until the 1980s, he said.
“He changed musical styles so seamlessly and so completely,” Buckley said. “When
you play Space Oddity against Young Americans and then one of the [instrumental]
tracks from Low, it’s very difficult to actually
think they’re from the same artist. That gave

musicians, for the first time, the idea that you
could reinvent yourself and be anybody you
wanted to be.”
Buckley said another major influence that
Bowie had on fellow and future musicians
was how he introduced the idea of deceit into
popular music writing—the idea that an artist could play a part or create a persona for
the stage and explore taboo subject matter
without it affecting the writer.
“This was the era of the very earnest singer/songwriter, the Joni Mitchells and the
Nick Drakes and people like that, and they
were extremely popular,” Buckley said. “But
Bowie was regarded as being phony and fake
by the media at the time because he didn’t
seem to believe in anything he sung. I think
a lot of people have taken that idea that you
basically can act a song rather than really believe the song, which I think is a wonderful
different aspect to creativity.”
According to Buckley, David Bowie is not
just a source of inspiration for other artists
and musicians—he is also adored and supported by multiple generations of fans across
the world, another reason why “David Bowie
Is” is such a monumental exhibit.
“The people who love David Bowie have
such a fierce commitment to him,” Buckley
said. “He has the most dedicated and fanatical fans in the world, not just in Britain, not
just in America, but globally. He still means
so much to us, and we never left him, we always supported him.”
bbarrowcliff@chroniclemail.com

Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
Bowie is considered an innovator in fashion due to collaborations with designers such as Alexander McQueen, who made the center jacket.
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said the quality of the collection at a museum and whether it meets the viewer’s
expectations are the most important part
of a museum experience. Good lighting,
ease of navigation, cafes and bookstores
are also amenities he sees as beneficial
for adding to the consumer experience at
the museum, Cozzens said.
Ryan said the Art Institute is constantly
working on improving the guest experience
so that the museum can uphold its reputation. He said all departments at the museum
take comments from the Internet and individual galleries very seriously, Ryan said.
The museum is currently working on installing more comfortable seating in the galleries
to keep up with the ever-changing nature
of museums.
“People are coming and they’re staying for
a long time and they are looking at things on
their smartphones,” Ryan said. “You want
places where you can hang out and have
more of a social experience.”
The increased use of the Internet and social media are two major changes that are
helping transform the museum experience
and bring in a bigger audience to the Art Institute, Ryan said.
“What I think is really interesting is to
see how our museum is different from other

museums or what other people are looking
at,” Ryan said. “We can gain a lot of information from that as much as the general public
can from these [online] communities that
follow museums.”
Ryan said the Art Institute is currently
engaged in digitizing the museum’s entire
collection. However, displaying the art on
the Internet is important for providing more
information and access to extremely detailed photos for the museum’s growing audience, Ryan said. The Art Institute is also
using technology to test more interactive
electronic devices to enhance the visitor experience in the museum, Ryan said.
“Through testing out different types of
technology in the museum, we can really
quickly see what type of information people
want to look at,” Ryan said. “[We can see]
what types of artwork benefit from having
iPads in the galleries or videos or other types
of information.”
Technology has overrun the world, changing not only our lives but also changing the
museum world tremendously, Ryan said.
“Nothing will replace the physical proximity of being in a space with art,” Ryan said.
“Hopefully, [technology provides not only] a
broader understanding, but also increases
awareness and the understanding that art
has an important role in our everyday lives.”
gscarpino@chroniclemail.com
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BLOG: “How Do I Put This Gently?”

With daily posts describing awkward
moments at parties, college and in everyday life, “How Do I Put This Gently?”
finds the perfect GIFs to illustrate how much a noise
in the middle of the night freaks you out, why you
leave during a silly conversation and zone out when
your sibling is talking way too much. Trolling through
this plethora of gut-busting GIFs—featuring cartoons,
movies, music videos, TV shows, etc.—affirms you are
not the only struggling college student out there.

Check it out at: http://howdoiputthisgently.tumblr.com/
VIDEO: “Why I Quit”
You may have already seen the “I
Quit” video featuring Charlene Egbe,
a former reporter for an Alaskan
news station who abruptly says “F--k it, I quit” during
a newscast. In a new YouTube video released Sept.
23, the president of the Alaska Cannabis Club rants
about why she supports the legalization of marijuana
and about how smoking weed has been stigmatized.
Watching this will put some context around why she
said what most Americans have been dying to say.

Check it out at: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
AlaskanCannabisClub

Eddie Diaz Assistant S&H Editor

Max Green Assistant S&H Editor

Chris Shuttlesworth Assistant S&H Editor

REASONS I FIT THE BILL FOR
A SUPERHERO

REASONS I’M HALF-ELDERLY MAN AND
HALF-VIBRANT YOUNG BUCK

BEST BASKETBALL PLAYERS

I work at a newspaper: Clark Kent (Superman) and
Peter Parker (Spider-Man) both worked for newspapers, albeit in different departments. I always have a reason to be
close to the action given my profession, and I can save the
day at a moment’s notice. However, there is a phone booth
shortage in Chicago these days.

Cardigans/Cut-offs: In the often-frigid Chronicle office,
I am accustomed to receiving compliments on my preference for rocking a wool cardigan—elbow patches and all.
However, on my own time at home or off-campus, I embrace
cut off t-shirts and pretty short shorts. They are functional
and they accent my Herculean physique.

I’m well-dressed: Tony Stark (Iron Man) and Bruce
Wayne (Batman) are some of the most well-dressed men
in their respective universes, and let’s face it—my tie game
is crazy. You would be hard-pressed to find me in anything
other than dress clothes.

Coffee snob/Nervous about caffeine: Every morning, I take care to make a pour-over cup of coffee. The
beans are locally sourced, weighed on a kitchen scale,
ground each day using a hand-cranked burr grinder, water
heated on a stove and poured through a swan-neck kettle.
If I am getting coffee on the go, I am pretty picky about
the joints I patronize. The secret is that most days I do half
decaf and rarely drink any coffee after noon.

LeBron James: Aside from watching Lakers star Magic
Johnson in the ’80s, no one has seen anything like LeBron
James since the high school star decided to skip college
and jump right to the NBA at the age of 18. With the spotlight on him, he dominated the court, averaging 20.9 points
per game and now has two NBA championships along with
four MVPs.

My comedic timing is impeccable: Anyone who
knows anything about being a superhero knows that wit and
comedic timing are two key attributes to being one of the
greats like Deadpool, Spider-Man or Iron Man. I undoubtedly have the gift of sarcasm, which would surely frustrate
my enemies and make it all the more fun for me to take
them down.
I live in the perfect city: Behind every great superhero,
there is a crime-ridden city: Gotham, Metropolis, Star City,
New York City. I am fortunate enough to live in Chicago,
where there is just enough crime, a mayor and a police
force that keep promising to do things about it while never
truly fixing anything.
No one would ever suspect: Think about it: when Peter
Parker is not in his Spider-Man suit, he is a goofy, clumsy
guy. Clark Kent is the definition of bland until any sort of
trouble appears. In order to make the dual identity thing
work, you have to be an average guy during the day, and despite my charm, I very much am. No one would ever suspect
that I spend my nights guarding the city from the rooftops
and taking down bad guys, and that makes me all the more
perfect for it.

Earplugs/Loud music: Over the years, I have played in
a number of bands that tend to crank it up to 11. Still, when
shredding my heart out and rocking the microphone like a
beast, I am always concerned about protecting my ears. I
use sound-isolating plugs as well as wearing foam earplugs
on the train, when sleeping and attending concerts. Tinnitus
is real!
Always on the go/Concerned about sleep: I like
to think I live the life of a fast and loose 20-something:
full-time student, full-time job, commuting around town on
bicycle, proud single father of a small pup and an active
musician and gym-goer. You would think I average about 2
1/2 hours of sleep per night, but in reality, I prioritize sleep
like it is my job.
Party animal/Secret day drinking: Going to a bar
with friends at 9 p.m. on a Saturday sounds like a wild
time—but if I have not left the house by 10 p.m., good luck
getting me out the door. I’ll be mixing a gin and seltzer and
cracking open a book.

Dwayne Wade: Yes, we have seen point guards Gary Payton and Allen Iverson, but Dwayne Wade defines the true
definition of a player with heart and a great leader. After
suffering a shoulder injury in the 2006–2007 NBA season,
the NBA champion pushed to win two more titles alongside
Cleveland Cavaliers forward LeBron James and Miami Heat
center Chris Bosh.
Larry Bird: The former Celtics forward with the coolest last
name became one of the most elite players during the ’80s.
Watching the all-star battle against the Lakers and point
guard Magic Johnson was more exciting than getting an allowance from your parents as a child. Bird paved the way for
shooters such as Ray Allen, Stephen Curry and many more.
Magic Johnson: Earvin “Magic” Johnson will always be
known for his incredible passing, ability to play multiple
positions and his love for the game. Johnson retired from
the NBA because of his battle with HIV but has become a
leader both on and off of the court. He is the true example
of leadership, will and perseverance.
Michael Jordan: Although Bird and Johnson had their
battles between NBA championships during the ’80s, Jordan owned most of the NBA championships in the ’90s. The
shooting guard won six championships, six NBA Finals MVPs
and five NBA MVPs. Jordan is currently the owner of the NBA
team, the Charlotte Hornets. He will forever be the player
that everyone looks up to.

Kelly Wenzel THE CHRONICLE
“Evil Dead: The Musical” opened Sept. 24 at the Broadway Playhouse, 175 E. Chestnut St., and runs until Oct. 12. The two-hour play, during which the audience can sit in a VIP “Splatter Zone,” where they will be splashed with fake blood, follows the tale of five college students who spend
a weekend in an abandoned wood cabin and accidentally release an evil force that turns them into demons. The cast is composed of local actors and actresses such as Julie Baird, Callie Johnson and Ryan McBride.
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No– just... no.

Uhmmm, WTF?

It’s whatever.

I can dig it.

YAAASS!

“The Mindy Project” season 3

“Chicago Fire” season premiere

“New Girl” season 4

“Gotham” series premiere

Despite it being early in the third season of
The Mindy Project, I’m already in love. Mindy
and Danny are finally together, and watching
them is adorable. The writing has been solid,
and I find myself laughing out loud at all of
the cast’s silly antics. — M. Castellucci

Show runners have killed off an integral character and sent others down an emotional
path, leaving a previously hot show to recapture the flames that fueled its fire. While the
move was bold, the result yields yearning that
will continue this season. — T. Eagle

Despite a rough season three, I hope the latest season of New Girl will be better. Coming
off of a rough start, Nick and Jess’ quarrels
have stopped being the focus, allowing for the
rest of the cast to show its star power. Hopefully, the show delivers laughs. — M. Castellucci

Batman fans can immerse themselves in
FOX’s take on Jim Gordon’s life pre-Caped
Crusader. Distinctly different but loyal to the
Dark Knight’s world, the premiere showcases
a dynamic cast and plot. The opening promises a strong and original season. — T. Eagle

Pet Shop Story: Electric ’80s

Freebie

PHHHOTO

Duo Lingo

The Pet Collection app is back with its new
Pet Shop Story: Electric 80’s. This app allows
you to decorate your pet house and dress up
your furry friends in ’80s gear. It’s a fun app
because it lets users dress up their pooches
in adorable clothes. — J. Scott

Freebie is a free app available for both Apple
and Android carriers. It compiles a list of companies that are giving things away for free. The
more points you earn, the more free goods you
can unlock. I love it! What college kid doesn’t
like free things? — A. Ruffino

PHHHOTO is a new GIF-making app that allows users to create, save and post GIFs
instantly from the app to any other popular
social network, as well as having its own app
stream. The app provides an interesting way to
take post pictures. — K. Holley

If you have started learning a language and
want to squeeze in practice, this is the app to
use. With daily reminders and short quizzes
on sentence formation and vocabulary, Duo
Lingo makes it easy to practice speaking and
writing another language. — T. Walk-Morris

Mr Twin Sister by Mr Twin Sister

X by Chris Brown

“Fingers” by It Looks Sad.

Encyclopedia by The Drums

With Mr. Twin Sister’s (formerly Twin Sister)
self-titled second album, the band embraces
a new, darkly gorgeous sound and profoundly
sad themes, ditching its brighter dream-pop
roots for a dance-y sound similar to Bjork’s
1993 album Debut. — M. McCall

X is probably Brown’s most creative work in
years, but that is not saying much. No one
listens to Brown for substance—it is more for
his catchy dance songs, but Brown offers little
in that category. Some tracks are decent, but
don’t rush to buy it. — E. Diaz

It Looks Sad. folds elements of shoegaze,
dream pop and slacker rock into a warm
groove on the band’s latest single, “Fingers.”
The song is a reverb-laden nod-along track
that is well-informed by late ’90s and early
2000s lo-fi alternative sensibilities. — M. Green

The Drums’ latest record, Encyclopedia, is
Jonny Pierce’s assault on God and the frailty
of love. A mess of whiny, convoluted songs full
of half-constructed ideas, Encyclopedia could
have done with flipping through its own pages
and looking up “arrangement.” — M. McCall

“Act Like A Success, Think Like A
Success” by Steve Harvey

“In Real Life” by Nev Schulman

Tablet keyboards

Moodle outages

While the plot lines of Schulman’s MTV show
“Catfish” may be morbidly fascinating, his attempt at crossing over into publishing is not.
Schulman’s advice on navigating Internet love
is a regurgitation of facts that are more common sense than educational. — T. Eagle

My iPad is lighter than my clunky laptop and
less expensive than a Macbook Air, so adding
a keyboard case to my beloved tablet is easier on my wallet. Though it feels weird on my
fingers, it will do for now. I will splurge on a
laptop after landing a job. — T. Walk-Morris

The only thing more inconvenient than logging
on to Moodle several times a week to see how
your professor’s syllabus changes—for the
sixth time—is when it craps out 10 minutes
before you have to turn something in. If I have
to get an F, Moodle should, too. —T. Eagle

Harvey’s advice falls flat in his recent release.
A less intelligent self-help book than his earlier work, this book recycles several of Harvey’s
previous nuggets of not-wisdom and repackages them with a spin on success. Save your
time and wait for the movie. — T. Eagle
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Obama campaign is right Scholarship fund cripples students
approach to sexual assault

PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA’S

administration has launched a
nationwide campaign to make a
statement against sexual assault
as the outcry against it on college
campuses continues to grow.
The It’s on Us campaign,
launched Sept. 19, urges citizens to
take a pledge vowing to intervene
in situations where they suspect a
sexual assault is about to take place
on college campuses.
The campaign focuses on
raising awareness of the issue
and is not calling for legislative
action, causing some to argue that
it does not do enough to actually
address the issue. However, by
focusing on educating people about
what constitutes an instance of

advance the legalization of samesex marriage, his support brought
the topic forward in America
and legitimized the discussion of
possible solutions.
The taskforce is addressing the
increasingly common trend of
colleges failing to address sexual
assault cases. Columbia University
recently came under scrutiny when
10 students were accused of sexual
assault during the 2013–2014
school year, but no students were
convicted, causing people to
question its policy, according to a
Sept. 23 university report.
Because Obama has now made
a formal public move, colleges
may now be held accountable to
acknowledge such cases.

Obama is capitalizing on his influence to raise
awareness about sexual assault.
sexual assault and what people
can do to prevent it, the campaign
attempts to address problems that
remain largely misunderstood
and stigmatized. Colleges are
still struggling—and in some
cases, failing—to properly report
and handle sexual assault cases,
victims are still being blamed and
acquaintance rapes remain the
primary form of sexual assault
among college students.
Obama is admirably using his
influence as a powerful public
figure to raise awareness about
an important issue. As president,
the significance Obama places on
particular topics can sway public
opinion. He is the first president
to address the issue of rape in such
a public way. In January, Obama
created a taskforce to further
protect college students from
sexual assault. The taskforce’s
goals are for all colleges to abide
by specific guidelines if a student
is sexually assaulted and for all
universities to conduct surveys to
gauge the extent of sexual assault
cases among its student body.
This move is similar to one
the president made in 2012 to
support gay marriage. While the
endorsement did little to actually

The campaign also addresses
the issue of receiving consent,
specifically with those in
relationships or when substances
such as drugs and alcohol are
involved. As part of the It’s on
Us pledge, participants must
recognize when they sign that
non-consensual sex is sexual
assault. By stating that verbal
consent must be given before
sexual acts can transpire, the
campaign is eliminating any
confusion that perpetrators often
use to defend themselves. The
prevalence of sexual assault among
couples was exposed in a 2012
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention report, which found
that 51.1 percent of sexual assaults
committed against females were by
intimate partners.
With Obama’s support, the
prevalence of the issue among
young people is being brought
to the forefront on a national
scale. The It’s on Us campaign
will not only improve education
about sexual assault, but will
also demand accountability from
both perpetrators and college
institutions. It will not completely
eliminate sexual assault, but it is a
step in the right direction.

AS TUITION COSTS continue to rise at
Columbia, the college’s scholarship
funding has dramatically increased.
During the 2013–2014 academic
year, the college awarded $32
million in scholarship aid
to students—an $8.5 million
increase from the previous
year. Correspondingly, for the
2012–2013 academic year, tuition
was $21,200, but increased in
the 2013–2014 academic year to
$22,132. This year, tuition took
another jump to $22,884.
While it is admirable that
the administration is awarding
more scholarships to students,
Columbia should not increase
scholarship funds greatly when the
school’s financial stability seems
questionable. Because fundraising
ability remains uncertain and
Columbia derives most of its
budget from tuition, the increase
negatively impacts current
students who pay for college
with loans, especially because
the scholarship support will aid
incoming students and neglect
returning students.

The administration should
recognize that it is unfair to use
current students’ tuition to fund
scholarships that will not benefit
the majority of them.
Public institutions have
state support and elite private
institutions have large
endowments and are fundraising
powerhouses, which enable such
schools to use those funds toward
scholarships. Columbia struggles
to receive financial support outside
of tuition funds, as reported
April 5 by The Chronicle. When
Kwang-Wu Kim took office, he
said fundraising would be a major
priority for his administration,
but tactics are still in the
developmental stages.
The increase in funding is
beneficial for students who cannot
afford to attend Columbia without
scholarships. However, constantly
increasing tuition can financially
cripple other students despite the
attempt to help those in need of
scholarships. This is not fair for
students who take out loans and
pay them back with interest or

for parents paying to send their
student to school. The students
working several jobs in order to
afford their tuition become an
afterthought. Columbia has a low
retention rate, and the college’s
unstable tuition could be a
contributing factor. Some students
who drop out of Columbia may do
so because tuition becomes too
unaffordable. At a time when the
college is suffering from declining
enrollment, it should try to support
its current students—not push
them away. The most effective way
to do this is by stabilizing tuition.
That is not to say that
Columbia’s initiative is not
admirable. Without scholarships,
some of the college’s most
promising students would not
have been able to attend. To
prevent such an imbalance, the
scholarship fund should be capped
for now until Columbia can use
endowments and fundraising.
Instead Kim should address
student concerns directly,
especially at upcoming town hall
meetings he will host this year.
METRO EDITORIAL

Raising wage could alleviate poverty
AS THE FIGHT to raise the minimum

wage gains momentum in Illinois,
the Chicago Sun-Times is attempting to personalize the issue with
Faces of Minimum Wage, a new
series featuring low-wage workers
and small business owners directly
impacted by the minimum wage.
The paper published its second
article in the series Sept. 19,
highlighting successful Chicago
restaurant owner Josh Rutherford.
Rutherford began his career
washing dishes at a Chili’s Bar and
Grill at minimum wage and slowly
worked his way up. He argued that
raising the minimum wage would
only create a new mindset in which
workers still look at the minimum
as too low and will continuously
demand increased pay.
Many low-wage business owners
and economists share Rutherford’s
opinion, expressing concerns
that increasing the minimum
wage would raise overhead costs
and place financial burdens on
businesses that would have to
increase their employees’ wages.
However, the current minimum

wage, $8.25 an hour in Illinois,
chains the workers to a life of
poverty, an unjust lifestyle for
those who must rely on service
sector jobs for various reasons.
This is particularly true for
college age students that make up
the majority of minimum wage
workers. According to a Sept. 8 Pew
Research Center report, more than
50 percent of minimum wage jobs
employ people ages 16–24. Recent
studies have also found that even
after commencement, graduates
continue to rely on minimum
wage jobs because of the poor
economic conditions. According
to the Bureau of Labor Statistics’
2012 figures, the number of college
graduates working minimum wage
jobs increased by almost 71 percent
over a decade ago.
Taking into account the
weakened job market and the
increased reliance on minimum
wage jobs, officials and employers
should strongly reconsider their
stance against the minimum wage.
To decrease poverty and provide
adequate care for residents,

Illinois should raise its minimum
wage to $10 an hour. Incumbent
Gov. Pat Quinn has publicly
announced support for raising the
minimum wage from $8.25 to $10
an hour, signing a law that places
a nonbinding referendum on the
Nov. 4 ballot asking Illinois voters
if they support raising the wage,
according to a Sept. 3 press release
from Quinn’s office. If the law were
to pass, full-time minimum wage
workers would earn $3,360 more
each year before taxes.
For those who rely on minimum
wage jobs, skirting the poverty line
is the norm. Full-time minimum
wage workers earn $17,000
annually in Illinois, which is below
the federal poverty line of $19,790
for a family of three. Although
these individuals are employed,
they are cheated out of living a
stable life.
Living in a society in which fulltime workers cannot live above the
poverty line because they have a
minimum wage job is immoral and
only serves to deepen the yawning
income gap.
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Did you catch a mistake, think we could have covered a story better or believe
strongly about an issue that faces all of us here at Columbia?
Why not write a letter to the editor? At the bottom of Page 2, you’ll find a set of
guidelines on how to do this. We want to hear from you.

—The Columbia Chronicle Editorial Board
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N.Y. Times: How (not) to get away with sexism

TATIANA WALK-MORRIS
Associate Editor
THE NEW YORK Times has ruffled
the feathers of many women, particularly women of color, by invoking the “angry black women”
stereotype in its review of ABC’s
newest show “How to Get Away
with Murder.” Titled “Wrought in
Rhimes’s Image,” the Sept. 18 review by Alessandra Stanley said
Shonda Rhimes, one of the show’s
executive producers, should title her autobiography “How to
Get Away with Being an Angry
Black Woman.”
It turns out that the angry
women being referenced are
the characters in Rhimes’ series
rather not Rhimes herself. But by
describing Rhimes in those terms,
Stanley not only insults her but
seriously distorts who she is.

As stars reacted to the piece, the
Hollywood Reporter asked more
than 30 actors to describe Rhimes
in three words. Kerry Washington,
Chandra Wilson and Viola Davis
described Rhimes using adjectives
such as courageous, shy and
decisive. How is it that the New
York Times could not describe
Rhimes better, but those who have
acted in her shows could?
Further along in the review,
the writer describes Rhimes’ new
main character Annalise Keating—
played by Oscar-nominated
actress Viola Davis—as powerful,
intimidating and fearsome, adding
that Davis is “older, dark-skinned
and less classically beautiful than
Kerry Washington or Halle Berry.”
She suggests that Davis is a
departure from earlier depictions
of black women as low-skilled
laborers who either fade into the
background or wag their fingers in
stereotypical fashion. Yet Davis’
skin color or how it compares
to anyone else’s is irrelevant,
and calling her intimidating and
fearsome conjures images of a
bully. A better description of the
character I saw in a video clip is
stern, assertive and smart.
The “angry woman” Stanley
credits Rhimes with conceiving
isn’t even her invention but
that of the show’s creator Pete
Norwalk—a white male who

also worked with Rhimes
on “Grey’s Anatomy.” The
mischaracterization of Rhimes
is important because a wide gap
remains between men and women
in television, although more
women are working behind the

lead to quality TV that resonates
with a wide audience.
Media outlets must be careful
when writing about women in the
public eye because their coverage
directly affects the perceptions
of women in leadership. A May

Ironically, Rhimes’ shows seemed to break these
stigmas with her strong female leads
scenes in primetime TV. Women
creators, writers, producers,
photography directors and editors
comprised only 28 percent of
those behind primetime shows
in 2012–2013, a 2 percentage
point increase from a 2011–2012
analysis, according to the Status
of Women in U.S. Media 2014
report. That underscores Rhimes’
impressive achievement as the
producer behind hit TV shows
such as “Grey’s Anatomy” and
“Scandal,” which captured the
attention of 8.5 million and 9.3
million viewers, respectively,
during the mid-season finales in
December. Despite few women
working behind-the-scenes on TV
shows, having their input when
creating and producing shows can

2011 study published in Sex Roles,
a research journal, analyzed
participants’ measures of sexism
and attitudes toward female
senators after reading positive and
negative articles and rating the
politicians both on their warmth
and ability. The results indicated
that positive coverage counteracts
the perception of senators as
competent but cold, and negative
coverage affirmed the beliefs
of those with existing strong
sexist attitudes. The benefits
of having women in leadership
are also not limited to TV. The
companies that perform the best
financially have the most women
in leadership roles, according
to a study conducted by The
Conference Board, a Pittsburgh-

based nonprofit research among
consulting group. In businesses
e the top 20 percent in financial
performance, 27 percent of leaders
are women, but female leaders
were not as confident as their male
counterparts, the study found.
Though they bring just as much
value, women—for a variety of
reasons—are not as confident
taking on management roles. The
New York Times recognized the
review’s offensive language, but it
is part of a deeper problem—there
are few positive images of black
women in the media. The Status of
Women in the Media 2014 report
found that women of different age
groups recognized stereotypes
such as “angry black women,”
“baby mamas,” “gold diggers” and
“uneducated black women” in
the media. Rhimes’ shows have
replaced these stereotypes with
her strong female leads.
The Times has corrected
Stanley’s error, and many writers
have already dressed her down
for her language. The incident
serves as a call for women of color
to pursue careers in creative
industries, particularly in
journalism, television and film,
so they can accurately cover and
portray areas that mainstream
media otherwise overlooks.
twalkmorris@chroniclemail.com
STUDENT POLL

What do you think about Columbia increasing scholarship funds?
“I think scholarships in general are really good
for people and gives people an opportunity that
wouldn’t normally get into a private arts school
the opportunity to do it.”

“I am in favor of increasing scholarship dollars.
[Increasing tuition at the same time] evens the
scales as long as it isn’t being overdone.”

“[Most students] have student loans so [more
scholarships] will help them to buy the supplies
for school that they need, like computers.”

Rachel Hentrich sophomore fashion studies major

Liam Garner sophomore cinema art + science major

Angelica Kapusta junior fashion studies major

HeForShe seeks joint effort for gender equality

KYRA SENESE
Managing Editor
EMMA WATSON, THE famous ac-

tress-turned United Nations Women Goodwill Ambassador, made
headlines last week when she called
on men to join the fight for gender
equality on Sept. 20 at the UN
Headquarters in New York City.
Watson spoke on behalf of
the HeForShe campaign, an
international movement that aims
to unite both genders to achieve
gender equality worldwide,
according to the campaign website.
“We want to end gender
inequality, and to do that we need
everyone to participate,” Watson
said during her speech. “This is
the first campaign of its kind at the

UN: We want to try and galvanize
as many men and boys as possible
to be advocates for change. And we
don’t just want to talk about it but
make sure it is tangible.”
Following Watson’s speech, fans
expressed overwhelming support
on various forms of social media
while critics judged Watson’s
speech and called into question the
validity of her selection as a chosen
goodwill ambassador.
Fans of the “Harry Potter” film
series or of Watson’s other work
were pleased to see her in the
spotlight again and advocating
for women’s rights, but critics
questioned whether Watson was
the right woman to speak about
the cause. The actress has had the
advantages of fame, fortune and
a college degree—she graduated
from Brown University last
May—and for her to speak about
the oppression of women seemed
insincere and unqualified to some.
This criticism is shallow.
Watson is showing support for an
issue she feels strongly about. It is
understandable that people want
to see accurate representations,
but this is not the first time that a
celebrity has advocated for a cause
despite not having been personally
affected by it.

No, Watson was not forced
to marry as a child, nor was she
forced to end her education at
the elementary level. But she is a
woman, and all women are affected
by gender inequality to some
degree. As she mentioned in her
speech, Watson vividly remembers
the first time she was called
“bossy”—a trait mirrored by her
“Harry Potter” role as the character
Hermione Granger—by her peers at
8 years old because she was smart
and also admitted to sometimes
feeling like she had to downplay

start defining ourselves by what we
just are—we can all be freer, and
this is what HeForShe is about. It’s
about freedom.”
The world we live in today would
be a significantly darker place if
we expected only those people who
have been the most deeply affected
by certain issues to be the sole
advocates for their peers.
Instead of searching for
problems with Watson’s role as an
advocate or with the campaign as
a whole, people should be paying
more attention to what has been

There is clearly some widespread confusion
regarding what exactly feminism is
her intelligence after being teased
and called a “know-it-all” by her
classmates in school.
“Both men and women should
feel free to be sensitive,” Watson
said. “Both men and women should
feel free to be strong. It is time
that we all perceive gender on a
spectrum instead of two opposing
sets of ideals. If we stop defining
each other by what we are not and

achieved already. Although the
HeForShe campaign was only
launched Sept. 20, it has already
gained 149,866 signatures, as of
press time, from men around the
world who have committed to join
the fight for gender equality.
Of those 149,866 men, 42,846 are
from the U.S.—making it clear that
Watson’s speech has had a positive
effect on the often-stigmatized

perceptions of feminism.
Another point of contention
Watson successfully addressed
in her speech at the UN was that
there is clearly some widespread
confusion regarding what
exactly feminism is and what the
movement aims to fix.
“The more I have talked about
feminism, the more I’ve realized
that fighting for women’s rights has
too often become synonymous with
man-hating,” Watson said. “If there
is one thing I know for certain, it is
that this has to stop.”
Watson did not say anything in
her speech that has not been said
before, but hearing those words
from a widely respected actress
may be just what some people need
to truly understand the message.
While the desire to see someone
who has “been there” spearhead
the campaign beyond merely
receiving criticism from the media
or experiencing street harassment
is not unreasonable, Watson
should not be shamed for not
having been a victim of violence or
other severe forms of gender-based
discrimination, and her efforts to
help both today’s men and women
should be celebrated.
ksenese@chroniclemail.com
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City initiative seeks to reduce
veteran homelessness
JESSICA SCOTT
Assistant Metro Editor
MAYOR RAHM EMANUEL announced
a partnership on Sept. 16 between
several city, state and federal agencies to combat homelessness among
Chicago veterans.
The mayor’s office, the state
Department of Family and Support
Services, U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs, Department of
Housing and Urban Development
and the Chicago Housing Authority
said they aim to end homelessness
among veterans by 2015.
“No one who has fought to defend
their country should struggle to find
a home,” Emanuel said in a Sept. 16
statement. “We will keep faith with
our veterans by making the investments needed to ensure that no veteran remains homeless in Chicago.”
The federal government will provide 80 percent of the $5 million per
year needed for subsidized housing
and supportive services for veterans
in Chicago, according to the press
release. The city will contribute

more than $800,000 to the grants
from federal funding to provide
housing for the homeless.
Some veterans in Chicago
applauded the announcement when
they were informed of the proposal.
However, some said the goal of ending veteran homelessness by next
year seems unattainable.
Veteran Joseph Bradley, 55, grew
up on Chicago’s West Side. He said
he enlisted in the Navy at age 17
because he grew up in an abusive
home and wanted to break free. He
was homeless when he enlisted and
his only option was to return home
or live on the streets when he got
out of the Navy, which resulted in
Bradley becoming homeless again.
Bradley said he eventually applied
for educational benefits through the
Department of Veterans Affairs and
went to school full-time. Today,
Bradley is a housing case manager
for a nonprofit organization on
Chicago’s South Side that helps the
homeless find housing.
“With the two previous wars,
there’s a lot of homeless [veterans]

because of their post-traumatic
stress,” Bradley said. “Families
probably don’t want them there
because they don’t trust them.”
Frank Mendez, a 51-year-old
homeless veteran from Lincoln
Park, said some veterans suffer from
depression, relationship issues and
other problems that make it difficult
to cope.
“I guess some of them come back
depressed or [their] relationships
haven’t worked out because they
were gone [so] long,” Mendez said. “I
don’t know. It’s hard to tell because
every person has their own problem
like I had mine.”
Jackie Edens is the executive
director of Inner Voice, a nonprofit
organization that aims to help the
homeless become self-sufficient.
The agency has provided shelter,
food and clothing to hundreds of
adults and children across Chicago
for more than 30 years. Edens said
she thinks it is a great idea that the
mayor and other organizations are
coming together to try to end veteran homelessness.

FILE PHOTO

Mayor Rahm Emanuel announced Sept. 16 that he plans to end veteran homelessness in Chicago.
“Our agency is all about homeless
services and has been for 30 years,”
Edens said. “So I think that the collaboration is great. No one can criticize that.”
Edens said it is going to take longer than a year to get all homeless
veterans off the streets because
resources and funding need to be
available for this plan to successfully end homelessness.
“First of all, everybody has to
deliver on their promises relating

to funding,” Edens said. “Everybody
looks at this homeless funding like a
water balloon; they squeeze it from
one end to get money infused at the
other end, and it’s not a good strategy. There has to be the political
will to put your money where your
mouth is. Realistically by 2015, I
don’t see it happening.”
According to the Sept. 16 press
release, Evelyn Diaz, commissioner
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Bronzeville Dream Center to treat trauma victims

JESSICA SCOTT

Assistant Metro Editor
PASTOR CHRIS HARRIS of Bronzeville’s

Bright Star Church 735 E. 44th St
on Chicago’s South Side, is taking
a new approach to treating trauma
and gun violence victims in Chicago.
Harris announced plans on Sept.
18 to launch the Bronzeville Dream
Center, a center that will focus on
treating victims of post-traumatic
stress disorder, by fall 2015. The
University of Chicago Medicine,
Northwestern Medicine and
the United Way of Metropolitan
Chicago have backed Harris’ proposal to treat victims of violence
who suffer from PTSD, according
to a Sept. 18 press release.
Rodney Carter, assistant pastor
of Bright Star Church, said The
University of Chicago Medicine
and Northwestern Medicine each
donated $250,000 for the planning and implementation of the
Bronzeville Dream Center. The
United Way of Metropolitan
Chicago will be the fiscal agents
and manager. Carter also said that
Mayor Rahm Emanuel has voiced
support for the center.
“Far too often, people are not
offered resources to deal with complex emotions and anxieties in the
aftermath of violence,” Harris said

in a press release. “Our communities said inspired him will train Harris ability to treat the by gun violence
need emotional restoration to break and other faith leaders in treating and domestic violence.
the cycles that caused the violence in the disorder. He said both individual
“My concern would be how many
and group treatment options will people can they actually serve in a
the first place.”
Carter said there is little to no be provided by diverse faith lead- year?” Poston said. “I can see it being
treatment for individuals who suf- ers throughout Chicago. However, filled up quickly, so that might be
fer from PTSD related to violence in Carter said the Bronzeville Dream something to think about. How are
Chicago, and after doing extensive Center will partner with other orga- they going to help with the masses
research, he found that
of people that are being
blacks are not receiving
affected by this issue now?”
counseling because they
One South Side agency
either do not trust counselrepresentative said the
ors, cannot afford counselBronzeville Dream Center is
PTSD Treatment
ing or fear the stereotypes
a necessity and is wanted in
associated with therapy.
black communities. James
However, he found that
Brown, founder and presiblack communities trust
dent of Insight Behavioral
their pastors.
Health centers, an in-pa“Unfortunately, countient substance abuse treatseling has this negative
ment facility that treats a
stigma that only crazy
family as a unit as opposed
people get counseling,
to treating abusers individwhich is just not the case,”
ually. He said PTSD is one
Carter said. “What we
of the reasons why people
Donated by:
do realize in the Africanabuse substances.
The University
Northwestern
United
American community is
“PTSD is real—that’s
of Chicago
Medicine
Way
Medicine
that while they don’t trust
one of the major reasons
Statistics from Bright Star Church
Colin King THE CHRONICLE
counselors, they do trust
that people use subtheir faith leaders.”
nizations to help assist with issues stances,” Brown said. “Whether it’s
Carter said the Bronzeville Dream they are not normally trained to domestic violence, being a victim
Center will have faith leaders from handle, such as substance abuse and of violence or being a relative of [a
across the city providing therapy to childhood trauma.
victim], it causes the person to want
those affected by violence. He said
Bridgette Poston, a licensed clin- to use drugs and alcohol, and in our
both hospitals and the NATAL-Israel ical social worker, said there might community people weren’t getting
Trauma Center for victims of war, be issues concerning the numbers treated for this years ago, so if that’s
an Israel organization, which Harris of people who are affected center’s going to help in the community, then

The Bronzeville
Dream Center

PTSD
Treatment Center

$250,000

I think it’s needed.”
Poston said she is seeing an
increase in clients who present
symptoms of PTSD related to violence. She said the Dream Center is
a necessity in Chicago.
“I think it’s a great idea because in
my practice, what I’ve been noticing
lately is a lot of people coming in
because of trauma [and] violence,”
Poston said. “It’s steadily increasing, and people are real distraught
about violence and what’s going
on [and] it really hit home for me
because I hear about it in the news
all the time, but it’s coming into my
office now.”
With agencies like Insight
Behavioral Health, which focuses
on substance abuse, and private
practices like Poston’s that treat
various disorders, the Bronzeville
Dream Center is the missing piece
to the puzzle of regaining a practical
mental health treatment center in
Chicago, Poston said.
“It’s starting out on a good foot
because it’s a coalition of different
groups and he’s got the backing of
the University of Chicago [and]
Northwestern Medicine, so he’s
got the right players at the table,”
Poston said.
jscott@chroniclemail.com
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California Blue Line stop
set to open after facelift

ERICA COOK

Occupation: Owner of Trillium

Neighborhood: Wicker Park

Natalie Craig THE CHRONICLE

NATALIE CRAIG
Managing Editor
ERICA COOK ALWAYS knew that she

wanted to open her own boutique,
even after she dropped her fashion
major to study film at the University of Wisconsin. Cook, now the
owner of Trillium, 1744 W. Division
St., a clothing boutique in Wicker
Park, said she enjoys operating her
boutique while finding new ways to
get involved in the community and
urging Chicagoans to support local
shops and vendors.
The Chronicle spoke with Cook
about opening Trillium, switching from film to fashion and her
involvement in the Wicker Park
neighborhood.

Carolina Sánchez THE CHRONICLE

The California Blue Line station, 2211 N. California Ave., in Logan Square, is undergoing renovation under Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s “Your New Blue” project.
ALEXA RUFFINO
Assistant Metro Editor
THE CALIFORNIA BLUE Line station,

2211 N. California Ave., will reopen
Oct. 16 after 42 days of renovations.
Chicago Transit Authority crews
are currently working on a project
called “Your New Blue,” which is
set to modernize 13 of the O’Hare
branch’s Blue Line stations.
Mayor Rahm Emanuel announced
that the $492 million renovation is
the most ambitious since the Blue
Line was linked to O’Hare in 1984.
The California stop, which primarily serves Logan Square, is undergoing improvements to its interior platform, house exterior and
the station exterior. Repairs will
include painting the station, new
platforms, improved lighting, signage and new bike racks, according
to an Aug. 29 CTA press release.
“It’s long overdue,” said Yessi
Lantigua, a Logan Square resident.
“Hopefully it’ll all pay off.”
The station exterior will receive
the installation of new LED lights.
It will also have improved signage,
directions and other travel aids,
along with installing public artwork throughout the station.
The entrance of the station will
have repainted elevated structures
with new lighting to highlight the
station’s historic facade. Concrete
will be replaced at the entrance, and
a new bike rack will be installed.
There will also be a renewal of the
interior wall and ceiling finishes, as
well as a replacement of the ticket
agents booths with prefabricated
36 • September 29, 2014

stainless steel booths, according to
the CTA press release.
The flooring of the station, currently all concrete, is being replaced with granite flooring. The
historic masonry on the walls will
also be restored, and the entrance
canopy will be replaced.
“I think what they’re doing, from
what I can tell, is cosmetic,” said
Russell Harrison, a Logan Square
resident. “It’d be nice to have a
covering [over the stop] in case it
rained or snowed.”
During the station’s closure, customers can access the Blue Line
from the neighboring Western
or Logan Square stations, both of
which are accessible to customers
with disabilities.
The CTA press release said there
will also be shuttle service provided
by the No. 56 Milwaukee bus route
that will be available daily during
all service hours. Service hours are
from 4:25 a.m.– 9:30 p.m. on weekdays and Saturday, and 4:30 a.m.–
9:30 p.m. on Sunday. Overnight,
customers can access the Blue Line
through the temporary No. 56 California station Owl route. The Owl
route will provide limited operation
and will serve only the California
and Western stations.
“I feel like we’ve been having to
deal with [renovations] all summer,” Lantigua said. “Between the
temporary shutdown and having
to take buses between train stops.
Hopefully it’ll be worth it.”
Several residents said they have
decided to not take the shuttle bus
and are instead taking their own

routes to get to the trains because
they find the bus inconvenient.
“[The renovation] makes my
commute longer by 10 minutes,”
Harrison said. “Now I take the bus
to a nearby stop. I don’t take the
shuttle because the one time I tried
to take [it], I ended up waiting about
20 minutes for [it] to show up.”
Although the station will see major improvements, some customers are unhappy with the amount
of time being spent on renovations
The time being spend it said to be
too long, said Logan Square citizens..
“I do two different trips now,”
Lantigua said. “Luckily, I live in
between two stops out of Logan
Square that are the same distance,
but in the morning I take the bus to
the train, so I can completely avoid
the Blue Line. It’s not so much fun.”
Of the 13 stations scheduled to
be renovated, Grand, Chicago, Division, Damen, Western, California,
Logan Square, Addison, Jefferson Park and Irving Park through
Cumberland will be receiving only
station work, according to the CTA
press release.
The press release also states that
the next station to be renovated is
the Damen station, 1588 N. Damen
Ave. The Milwaukee, Dearborn and
Kimball stations will receive track
and infrastructure renovation.
The renovations will benefit
more than 80,000 customers who
took 25 million rides from the Blue
Line last year, according to the CTA
aruffino@chroniclemail.com

THE CHRONICLE: When did you get
your start in the boutiques business?
ERICA COOK: I have always worked

in boutiques, ever since I was in
high school. When I went to college,
I started working for the Shopbop
company. I worked for their boutique in Madison, Wisconsin. I had
an internship buying, and after
graduating, I started buying for another boutique here, and then finally it was time to do my own thing. So
I opened up my shop.

How did you make the leap from being
a film major to a boutique owner?
I always wanted to open a boutique.
I was originally a fashion major in
college, and I switched because it
was going to take me probably five
or six years to graduate the way the
program was set up, and I was also
interested in film. When I graduated, I just kind of looked at what I really wanted to do. I was always into
fashion and retail, so this is what I
stuck with.

What was it like to open Trillium?
It was very stressful. I started looking for spaces and did research
about rent, what kind of other businesses were in the neighborhoods,
and once I found a space, that’s
when I started finding the merchandise and building up the space.
All of a sudden, it was open one day.

What sets Trillium apart from other
boutiques in Chicago?
We carry a few lines that no one else
in Chicago has, such as Whit and

194T. The stuff that we sell is more
casual, and it is about everyday stuff
but sophisticated. Something you
can wear to work but something
you can play in after.

What is it like owning a boutique in
Wicker Park, where the competition
is abundant?
Owning a boutique is difficult, and I
think it’s especially difficult in Chicago. It is so saturated in Wicker
Park and Bucktown that you need
to be on your game about what lines
you are going to carry to make yourself stand out. Chicago is just a little
bit harder because of the weather,
so to be constantly having to try and
think of new things to sell, promotions and events to do [makes] the
store that much more special.

How are you and the boutique
involved with the community?
We’re part of the [Wicker Park/
Bucktown] Chamber of Commerce,
and we participate in the fashion
fests and donate items to different
schools around the city. I have recently partnered up with a friend
of mine who is a jewelry designer in Chicago, and we host a local
shopping fair once a month where
we bring in local vendors, whether
it’s jewelry, candles, home goods or
bath products, and we are encouraging people to know about them
and give them presence. I think it’s
really important—especially with
all of these big box retailers moving
into Bucktown and Wicker Park—
that we shop local and we support
the people who make Chicago so
different and unique for everyone.

You said you wanted this boutique to
have a Midwest feel. Can you explain
the concept behind the shop?
My favorite place in Michigan is
just outside of Traverse City, and
it’s very beautiful and inspiring. I
imagine my life up there and what
kind of clothes I would want to
wear that go hand-in-hand with the
everyday casual look, but in a sophisticated way.

What is your advice to others who
would like to start a boutique?
It’s very stressful, so you have to
learn to roll with it.
ncraig@chroniclemail.com
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HALLOWEEN WEEKEND
OCTOBER 17TH
ARAGON BALLROOM // 18+

NOVEMBER 8TH

UIC PAVILION // ALL AGES

OCTOBER 18TH

NAVY PIER // 16+
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ARAGON BALLROOM // 18+
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ARAGON BALLROOM // 18+
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TUES. SEPTEMBER 30TH
MØ // HOLYCHILD
WED. OCTOBER 1ST
LA ROUX
SAT. OCTOBER 4TH
MATISYAHU

FRI. OCTOBER 10TH
BIG FREEDIA
FRI. OCTOBER 17TH
BAAUER & BOYS NOIZE
SUN. OCTOBER 19TH
CLOCKWORK INDIGO
FLATBUSH ZOMBIES
& THE UNDERACHIEVERS

THURS. OCTOBER 23RD
METHOD MAN & REDMAN
FRI. OCTOBER 24TH
FLYING LOTUS
THUNDERCAT

SAT. NOVEMBER 1ST
RAC // THE KNOCKS
FRI. NOVEMBER 7TH
BASSJACKERS // DYRO

FRI. NOVEMBER 14TH
RL GRIME
FRI. NOVEMBER 21ST
BRILLZ // SNAILS
SAT. DECEMBER 6TH
NETSKY
FRI. DECEMBER 12TH
TYLER, THE CREATOR
FEATURING TACO
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Study finds racial disparity in violent deaths

INFORMATION FROM BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL

NATIONAL
ILLINOIS

A S T U DY F R O M researchers at

Columbia University published Aug.
14 found that more black Americans
die from gun violence than any
other race.
A team of researchers led by
Bindu Kalesan, assistant professor
at Columbia University’s Mailman
School of Public Health, analyzed
data from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention using statistics aggregated from 2000–2010.
Kalesan and her research team
found that the average national firearm-related fatality rates among
blacks and whites were 18.5 and 9.05,
respectively, per 100,000 citizens.
The national average for Hispanics
and non-Hispanics were 7.13 and
10.13 per 100,000, according to the
British Medical Journal, where the
study was published.
Kalesan said the racial divide is
far more prominent in Illinois, with
24.5 black fatalities per 100,000 as
opposed to the 5.8 per 100,000 rate for
whites. She said she originally questioned the disparity but now attributes it to increased gun violence in
the culture nationwide.
“It’s more of a social gun culture
[that] has grown in our country,
and that’s probably what is driving
the gun violence culture, which is
currently in an endemic state and
we have not seen any decrease,”
Kalesan said.
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Robert Geffner, president of the
Institute on Violence, Abuse and
Trauma at Alliant International
University in San Diego, California,
said gun violence is a more common issue in the U.S. than in
other countries.
“In many countries around the
world, they have pretty well reduced
or [have] eliminated hand guns and
other types of guns,” Geffner said.
“We do not see gun violence anywhere near the levels [in other countries] that we see in our country outside of war zones.”
Geffner said the easier it is to
obtain guns, the more likely it is
that violence will take place. He
said there is a relationship between
the two, among both accidental and
intentional deaths.
“Not everyone who has a gun
is obviously going to be violent,”
Geffner said. “When you do have
someone who does have attitudes
about violence and [that is their]
way to solve problems and has easy
access, then it increases that type
of violence.”
Kalesan said although research
shows that more blacks die from gun
violence than whites, determining
the cause is very difficult.
Geffner said the racial disparity is
a complex problem, and he suggested
that educating children about the
issues of gun violence should begin
earlier and that more restrictions
should be placed on guns to limit
their accessibility.

“For communities that are
increasing in gun violence, then I
think you are going to have to look
at the entire community situation,” Geffner said. “You are going
to have to look at how you deal with
the access to guns and the attitude
about guns with the people who are
using the guns. [Then] all of a sudden it gets to a lot more complexity.”
Kareem Nelson, executive director and founder of Wheelchairs
Against Guns, a nonprofit organization dedicated to increasing
awareness of gun violence, said
more regulations should be placed
on ammunition.
“Without a bullet, you cannot fire
a gun,” Nelson said. “So, why [are]
we all concentrating on, ‘Regulate
the gun, regulate the gun and regulate the gun?’ If you regulate the bullet, that alleviates a lot of problems
because you cannot kill [anyone]
without a bullet.”
Chicago Police officer Tom Sherry
said the increase in gun violence is
due to the lack of family structure,
personal responsibility and lack
of information and education on
the subject.
“I do not necessarily think the
culture of diversity of Chicago’s
makeup is a key part to the gun
violence,” Sherry said. “I believe
more so that parental responsibility
plays a key role. [For someone] that
might feel neglected, [have] lack
of family structure or [is] left out
in the streets, they are left to seek
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out a substitution. That substitution comes in the form of people in
similar experiences, and it creates a
vicious cycle.”
Elaine Lane, an adjunct professor
at Montclair State University who
lost her 18-year-old son to gun violence on March 14, 1998, said society
does not value life.
“[We feel] it is alright for us to pick
up a gun because someone has stolen
20 cents from us [and] to shoot [him
or her] or someone has trespassed
over this piece of dirt that we think
belongs to us,” Lane said.
Nelson also said young people
need more extracurricular activities

WHITE
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Assistant Sports & Health Editor

FATALITIES PER 100,000 PEOPLE

CHRIS SHUTTLESWORTH

to participate in so that their minds
can be further cultivated and
enhanced. He said members of the
community have to provide as parents, neighbors and leaders, and
serve as activists in the area.
“They are young men acting out
for a reason, whether it be [for]
attention, whether it be something
lacking in the [household], but we
have to take the initiative and talk
to these young men,” Nelson said.
“We have to provide something for
our youth because if we don’t, this is
just going to get worse.”
cshuttlesworth@chroniclemail.com
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of the Department of Family and
Supportive Services, said it is possible to end veteran homelessness
by 2015 if the city works with the
local and federal government.
“By working collaboratively with
federal and local partners, the president’s goal of ending veteran homelessness by the end of 2015 is doable
here in Chicago,” Diaz said.
Mendez said employees at Veterans Affairs did everything they
could to help him and that he has
not been homeless for long. He has
been living under a viaduct at Fullerton and Western avenues for

States continues to engage in wars,
Edens said.
“We have to stop having wars
where we subject men and women
to unspeakable conditions to the
point where they come home and
they are so dysfunctional that they
have difficulties finding a place to
live,” Edens said.
The challenge is larger than finding available or affordable apartments, Edens said, adding that war
causes damage that is not easily
undoable both in terms of housing
and supportive services. Edens said
that the local, state and federal governments should make sure to stick
to their word and provide available
housing options immediately to

It’ll be nice to see my brothers off
of the streets by 2015. I wish it
could be sooner, but it is what it is.”
— Frank Mendez

three weeks and was planning to
move to South Carolina with his
children last week. However, Mendez said the city has to do very little
to help homeless veterans.
“As long as they get them off the
street and into some housing, fed
and well clothed, what else can you
ask for?” Mendez said.
It will be extremely difficult to
end homelessness among veterans
if poverty continues, if there is a
lack of resources and if the United

veterans returning from war.
Mendez said he is glad that the
process has begun and said he feels
relieved that the city of Chicago will
finally do something about ending
homelessness among veterans.
“I’m glad they’re finally doing
something,” Mendez said, “It’ll be
nice to see my brothers off the street
by 2015. I wish it could be sooner,
but it is what it is.”
jscott@chroniclemail.com

AFSCME donation to Gov. Quinn
may be behind anti-Rauner ad
CAITLIN WILSON
MCT Newswire
FOR MUCH OF his time as Illinois
governor, Pat Quinn has had a relationship with public employee
unions that has ranged from tense
to hostile.
The Quinn-union highlight reel
includes Quinn canceling contractually guaranteed raises, union
members heckling Quinn at public
appearances and, currently, union
members suing Quinn to overturn
the pension reform measures he
signed into law last December.
But when the virulently anti-public union Bruce Rauner became
Quinn’s Republican opponent in
the March 18 primary, the Quinnunion enmity disappeared quickly.
Evidence of the renewed friendship between Quinn and public employee unions arrives regularly in
the Illinois State Board of Elections
campaign donation ledgers. Since
the primary, unions and union-affiliated groups have donated more
than $5.15 million to Quinn’s campaign fund.
The more than 120 union donations since March 18 range in size
from a few hundred dollars to $1.75
million from the Service Employees International union.
On Sept. 16, the Quinn campaign
received $250,000 donations from

the International Union of Operating Engineers Local 150 Federal Political Action Committee in
Countryside, the Washington, D.C.based Laborers’ Political League
Education Fund and the national United Food And Commercial
Workers International Union. The
latest example of union support
came last week with a major donation from the national headquarters of the American Federation of
State, County and Municipal Employees to a Super PAC devoted to
airing anti-Rauner advertisements.
According to the Illinois State Board
of Elections, the AFSCME donated
$500,000 to the Illinois Freedom
Political Action Committee, an independent expenditure group that
has been running advertisements in
opposition of Rauner. Independent
expenditure committees like Illinois
Freedom PAC can raise and spend
unlimited funds but are prohibited from coordinating in any way
with the campaign of the candidate they support.
In July, Illinois Freedom PAC
logged a donation of $800,000 from
the Democratic Governors Association, which has also donated $3.65
million to Quinn’s campaign fund.
Multiple unions were furious with
Quinn for pushing the pension reform effort that led to the passage
in December of a landmark pension

law. Union members are among the
plaintiffs in a lawsuit against Quinn
that seeks to overturn the pension
law. The case is currently making
its way toward the Illinois Supreme
Court to be ruled upon.
Earlier in his administration,
Quinn had canceled contractually
guaranteed raises to union-represented state employees because he
said the state did not have enough
money to fund the raises. Union
members publicly heckled Quinn
at the 2012 Illinois State Fair about
the issue and the unions later won a
lawsuit to reinstate the raises.
Unions rallied behind state Sen.
Kirk Dillard, R-Hinsdale, in the
Republican gubernatorial primary
in an effort to prevent Rauner from
becoming the GOP nominee, but
their efforts encouraging Democrats to pull Republican ballots and
vote for Dillard came up short. The
union’s donation may have been behind a recent anti-Rauner ad.
The advertisement features the
candidate saying, “Not every job
should be in America.”
Rauner said his Chicago-based
company, GTCR, a private equity firm that focuses on leveraged
buyout and recapitalization, outsourced jobs overseas and even
started an outsourcing firm.
chronicle@colum.com
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Alderman Bob Fioretti (2nd ward) declared his support for patient-care technicians at a rally held by the Teamsters, Union Local 743, on Sept. 24. Alderman Fioretti, along with local 743’s President Simmons-Peterson, later delivered a letter to Rush
University Medical Center management in hopes of negotiating a new contract that would allow PCTs to become Teamsters.
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